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TOURNAMENT REPORT

THE 2015 BERMUDA BOWL

BY RON KLINGER

This special online supplement, reporting on the 2015 World Championship,
includes detailed coverage of the preliminary rounds through the semifinals. Our
report on the final appears beginning in the August 2016 issue of The Bridge World.

he 2015 Bermuda Bowl was
Tcontested during September and

October in Chennai (formerly
Madras), on the Bay of Bengal in east-
ern India. The venue, the ITC Grand
Chola Hotel, was luxurious, and the
playing conditions were fine. The for-
mat, as usual in recent years, was 22
teams playing a complete round-robin
over seven days, followed by 96-board
quarterfinals and semifinals, then a
128-board final. Strangely, there were
no commentators for some sessions of
the final.

The composition of the field changed
frequently during the weeks preceding
the event, as allegations, disputations,
confessions, and mysteries relating to
alleged improper behavior by leading
pairs swirled. Three European-zone
teams with involved pairs that had
played in a qualifying event withdrew:
Germany, Israel and Monaco were
replaced by Sweden, Denmark and
France. One day before play started,
the World Bridge Federation withdrew
the invitation to one of Poland’s nomi-
nated pairs, which was replaced by a
pair from the winning 2014 Rosenblum
team.

The favorites were USA1 (Katz,
Nickell; Levin, Weinstein; Meckstroth,
Rodwell), POLAND (Gawrys, Klukow-
ski; Jassem, Mazurkiewicz; Kalita, No-
wosadzki), ENGLAND (Bakhshi, Gold;
Forrester, Robson; Jason and Justin
Hackett), USA2 (Demuy, Kranyak;
Fireman, Wolpert; Hurd, Wooldridge),
SWEDEN (Bergdahl, Warne; Nystrom,
Upmark; Sylvan, Wrang), BULGARIA
(Danailov, Stamatov; Gunev, Nanev;
Mihov, Stefanov), DENMARK and
FRANCE (Bessis, Volcker; Combescure,
Rombaut; de Tessieres, Lhuissier). All
of these made the quarterfinals except
DENMARK. The other quarterfinalist
was CHINA (Hou, Liu; Hu, Li; Kang,
Sun). Eighth-finisher SWEDEN edged
out JAPAN by 0.14 of a victory point,
almost always less than the value of an
overtrick.

The matchups for the quarterfinals
were BULGARIA vs. SWEDEN, CHINA
vs. USA2, POLAND vs. FRANCE, and
ENGLAND vs. USAL.

Session One

The knockout phase began with a
bang (Board 1):
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South dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH

098642

95

*KQ9874
WEST EAST
MNOBT54 AKQJI1062
QAI05 073
OK1086 O Q432
L) % —

SOUTH

MA3

PKQJ

O AT

*A106532

CHINA vS. USA2

SOUTH  WEST NORTH EAST
Hu Wolpert  Li Fireman
1 o Pass 5 (All Pass)

If North can bid five clubs, South,
with all those controls, might well have
bid six. Still, plus 420 would have
picked up imps in some matches—but
not in this one, because:

ROOM 2
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Kranyak  Kang Demuy Sun
1 %2 Pass 1 Ob 1 &
2 3 o 4 &d 56
Double Pass 5NT Pass

6 % Double

dartificial; strong
bartificial; weak
Cstrong spade raise
delub fit; spade void

(All Pass)

Plus 1090 gave 12 imps to USAL.
Both of those results were better than
the North-South scores in BULGARIA
vs. SWEDEN: One South opened two

notrump, the other a strong club, and
both gave up in five spades doubled,
scoring only 100 for no swing.

ENGLAND vS USALI

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Bakhshi  Katz Gold Nickell
1 o Pass 1 3
Double 5 & 6 ot Pass

7 o Double  (All Pass)

West cashed the heart ace. In com-
pressed auctions, it is vital for a partner-
ship to have an agreement whether it is
stronger to bid at once or to pass then
pull partner’s double.

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Rodwell  Forrester Meckstroth Robson
2NT Pass 30 44

Pass Pass 5o Pass

5H Double 6 ¢ (All Pass)

North-South scored 920; 14 imps to
USAL

In one match, both East-West pairs
found the par spot:

FRANCE VS. POLAND

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Jassem Rombaut Mazurkiewicz Combescure

1 &%°  Pass 1 OF 3
Double 4 & 4 NT Pass
5o 56 Pass Pass
6 ot Pass Pass 6
Double Pass Pass Pass

*a weak notrump, or natural clubs, or any hand
with 18-plus HCP

0-7 HCP, or minors with 8-11 HCP, or very
strong

Declarer was two down, minus 300,
which is absolute par.
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SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Bessis Gawrys  Volcker  Klukowski
1 o Pass 19 36
Double 4 < 5 56

SNT Pass 6 ot 6 <
Pass 6N 7 o Pass
Pass Double  (All Pass)

Here, Volcker gave his opponents a
bonus: 9 imps to POLAND.

With only your side vulnerable, RHO
opens one spade in third seat. Would
you take any action with this hand?

AJ10632 VAQI10 CAKI105 & Q

Suppose you passed, and the auction
continued: one notrump on your left,
pass by partner, two clubs on your right.
Anything now?

Board 2 was a highly-competitive
partial at most tables:

East dealer
North-South vulnerable

NORTH

AJ10632

VAQI0

OAKI105

*Q
WEST EAST
AAQOS54 AKS
VK7 V1943
G986 $Q72
®KI4 BA9T6

SOUTH

a7

V8652

OT43

% 108532

After the third-seat one-spade open-
ing, Stefanov overcalled one notrump;
East doubled; North-South ended in
two clubs doubled and did well to hold
the loss to down one for minus 200.

The other North, Warne, passed at both
junctures of the posed questions. The
East-West Bulgarians ended in two
spades, down two: 7 imps to SWEDEN.

Rodwell overcalled one notrump as
North; East doubled; ironically, though
North-South ended in two hearts dou-
bled with more and stronger trumps
than the Bulgarians had held, the penal-
ty was 800. At the other table, Bakhshi,
North, dodged the first-round bullet
but reopened after the one-notrump
response, ended in two diamonds dou-
bled, and lost 500: 7 imps to ENGLAND.

Kranyak followed the same path as
Bakhshi, but at this table North-South
landed in two clubs doubled, minus
200. That led to a loss of 6 imps when
Wolpert, West, opened one notrump,
North doubled, and East-West ended in
two spades, down one.

Bessis, as North, doubled after his op-
ponents bid one spade — one notrump
— two clubs. Gawrys, East, redoubled,
and had a chance for a big score when
two hearts was passed around to him,
but he chose three clubs, passed out,
down one. The other East, Rombaut,
opened a 10-12-HCP notrump; West
transferred to spades and rebid 2NT,
passed out, one down for a flat board.

In contrast, Board 6 was tame at most
tables:
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East dealer
East-West vulnerable

SOUTH
AMAKITS
V753
&7
#8754

At five tables, South passed in sec-
ond seat and came in with two spades
after West opened one heart and East
offered a strong raise with two clubs.
Four East-Wests continued to four
hearts, making 10 or 11 tricks. Jassem,
North, took the save in four spades dou-
bled. Combescure, West, led the club
queen: king, ace; Rombaut switched to
a trump, so the defenders could draw
dummy’s trumps before declarer could
ruff a heart. South made five spades and
a club for down four, minus 800: 5 imps
to FRANCE.

CHINA’s East-West scored 620 in
four hearts. At the other table, their
teammates stole the opponents blind:

SouTH WEST NORTH EAST

Hu Wolpert  Li Fireman
— — Pass

2 N Pass 2 NT* Pass

308 Pass 4 & (All Pass)

*five-card weak two-bid
frelay
Sminimum strength; strong suit

Declarer went three down, losing 150
but winning 10 imps for CHINA. Per-
haps West might have doubled.

One North-South did even bet-
ter. Gold, South, opened two spades
(weak; five spades; four-plus of a mi-
nor). Everyone passed, and South went
one off, minus 50. At the other table,
Meckstroth opened a weak two spades,
but Robson doubled, and Forrester dou-
bled the raise to three spades, so East-
West reached four hearts.

North led the spade nine. South took
the king and switched to a diamond,
but he went up with the ace on the next
spade from dummy: 11 tricks, plus 650:
12 imps to ENGLAND.

With both sides vulnerable, partner
passes, and RHO opens one diamond.
What would you do with:

M73 VQ9863 OKI107 #KJ6?
This was Board 7:

North dealer
Both sides vulnerable

EAST
QK 1084
<>A 6432
A9
SOUTH

a73

VQ9863

OK107
e KJ6

At six tables, North-South were si-
lent. One West reached five clubs, for
plus 600. Among the five Wests in three
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notrump, three scored 630 on a spade
lead, and one scored 600 on the club-ten
lead. Gawrys went down on the heart-
four lead to the queen and king. De-
clarer played the club three to dummy’s
(East’s) ace and the club eight: jack,
five, ten. The heart eight went to the
jack and ace, and declarer finished three
down, minus 300: 14 imps to FRANCE.

At the other two tables, after pass —
one diamond — ?, South, vulnerable
and facing a passed partner, made an
adventuresome (read “unwise”) over-
call with a balanced hand and a moth-
eaten suit. This might have worked as
a lead-directing bid as long as partner
would keep quiet, but neither North did.

Over West’s two notrump, Hu bid
three hearts, which was allowed to
stand undoubled. After the diamond
jack ducked to the king, South played
the heart queen: king, ace; declarer
ended two down, minus 200, gaining
10 imps against 630, and this result is
unlikely to dissuade South from similar
overcalls in the future.

However, ENGLAND displayed a phi-
losophy that no bad bid should go un-
punished. When Meckstroth jumped
to three hearts over West’s two clubs,
Robson doubled for takeout. Forrester
passed and led the diamond jack to the
ace. East returned the diamond three,
ruffed; then a club to the ace and an-
other diamond ruff; two spades and a
trump trick made the penalty 800: 5
imps to ENGLAND.

On Board 10, some contracts made
that should have been defeated, and
some failed that could have been made.

East dealer
Both sides vulnerable

NORTH

MK

CAK10754

O —

$#A1032
WEST EAST
MAT54 AQ2
I3 Q9862
OAKQIS $ 10974
)8 95

SOUTH

MN10963

Y __

$ 6532

W#KQ764

Sylvan, West, opened one diamond in
third seat; North doubled; East bid three
diamonds; and, Mihov, South, ended in
five clubs. The diamond-king lead was
ruffed in dummy. Declarer played the
top hearts, pitching a diamond and a
spade (throwing two diamonds would
have been better). A heart was ruffed
with the club six and overruffed, and
declarer subsequently lost two spades
and a spade ruff: two down; minus 200.

At the other table, Gunev, West,
opened a strong club. North overcalled
one heart, and Bergdahl, South, eventu-
ally became declarer in three spades.
West led the spade five: low, queen.
East returned the spade deuce, ducked
to the jack. South discarded two dia-
monds on the top hearts, crossed to the
club king, ruffed a diamond, played on
clubs, and made nine tricks; plus 140: 8
imps to SWEDEN.

In ENGLAND vs. USA1, both Wests
opened one notrump and both Souths
ended in five clubs. Gold ruffed the
diamond-king lead, crossed to the club
king, and played the spade three to the
jack and queen. East returned the spade
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deuce to the ace and ruffed the third
spade: one off; minus 100.

Meckstroth ruffed the diamond-king
lead, crossed to the club king, and ruffed
another diamond. After cashing the club
ace, he pitched two diamonds on the top
hearts. Declarer lost two spades but had
11 tricks: plus 600; 12 imps to USA1.

Mazurkiewicz, South, landed in five
clubs after West had opened one dia-
mond. Declarer ruffed the diamond-ace
lead and played heart ace-king pitch-
ing diamonds, club ace, and a club to
the queen, then a spade to the jack and
queen for 11 tricks and plus 600. At the
other table:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Volcker ~ Klukowski  Bessis Gawrys
— — — Pass
Pass 1 NT 207 Pass

2 Of Double Redouble  Pass
Pass 3¢ (All Pass)

“major one-suiter
pass-or-correct

West did well to remove the redou-
ble, as two hearts could have been made
(losing two spades and three hearts).
Against three diamonds, North led a
top heart and gave South a heart ruff.
The defense took two clubs and a spade
for one down; minus 100: 11 imps to
POLAND.

Wolpert opened one notrump in third
seat; North doubled; Fireman bid two
diamonds—diamonds and a major,
which North doubled. There were better
actions for South than passing. South
led the club king. Declarer lost a spade,
two clubs, and two hearts, but he took
the rest for plus 180. At the other table:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Demuy Sun Kranyak  Kang

— —_— —_— Pass

Pass 1 o%* Pass 1 OF
Pass 1NT 29 Pass

Pass 3¢ Double  (All Pass)

*artificial; strong
Tartificial; weak

South might have taken out the take-
out double. Still, the defenders had five
tricks available and were in position to
collect 200 and to win 9 imps. Sadly for
them, that did not eventuate. South led
the spade ten: four, king. North might
well have switched to a top heart—why
not?—and it would have been clear de-
fensive sailing from there, but he chose
to return the spade jack. Declarer won
with the queen, crossed to the diamond
ace, ditched a club on the spade ace,
ruffed a spade with the diamond ten,
and soon had nine tricks; plus 670: 10
imps to CHINA, a swing of 19 imps.

With neither side vulnerable, West
is the dealer and opens one diamond.
What would you do as North with:

MNR653 VKIT7T OJ +#AQ832?
In this situation on Board 11, five

Norths doubled; four of those auctions
ended with South in four hearts:
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West dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH

A8G653

VKIT

(o]

®AQ832
WEST EAST
AAQ42 AK 10
v 10 V9542
OK109865 G Q432
®K6 %1094

SOUTH

A7

VAQ863

OAT

%75

The lucky layout in clubs allows
a declarer in four hearts to lose only
three spades, although East’s compul-
sory falsecard of a high club might lead
South astray.

BULGARIA gained an overtrick imp
when West led the club six, ducked
to the jack. CHINA was in four hearts,
making, after one diamond — double
— pass — four hearts. At the other
table, Wolpert, North, passed one dia-
mond, and East-West bid uncontested to
two diamonds, making three for a gain
of 11 imps.

Almost the same auctions occurred
in ENGLAND vs. USA1. Nickell passed
one diamond, and England played in
two diamonds for plus 110. At the oth-
er table, Forrester, South, was in four
hearts on the diamond-ten lead: jack,
queen, ace. Declarer led the spade jack,
taken by the king; East cashed the spade
ten and switched to the heart five. South
won in hand and ducked a club. Back
came another heart, and the result was
two down: minus 100: no swing.

POLAND’s East-West had an uncon-
tested auction that ended in four dia-

monds by West, one down; minus 50.
At the other table, Klukowski, North,
doubled one diamond, and the auc-
tion continued two diamonds — four
hearts — five diamonds, doubled in the
passout seat. North led the heart king.
South overtook and switched to the club
seven. Two clubs and the diamond ace
meant two down; minus 300: 8 imps to
POLAND.

A light weak two-bid stole the pot at
three tables on Board 14:

East dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH

MNOT752

CKQ4

O K107

2 A102
WEST EAST
MQJ10843 a K
QA6 ©J109852
& QI8 $532
83 Q54

SOUTH

MAG6

0173

OCA964

®#KJI9T6

Kang, East, opened two hearts,
all pass; he finished two down, mi-
nus 100. At the other table, Fireman
passed as East. South opened one club,
West preempted with two spades, North
doubled, South bid two notrump, and
North raised to three. West led the spade
queen and South ducked East’s king.
East switched to the heart jack. South
mispicked clubs but still came home
with 10 tricks when West was under
pressure in the pointed suits; plus 430:
8 imps to CHINA.

Katz’s weak two hearts was also
passed out, three off; minus 150. At the
other table:
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SOuUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Meckstroth  Robson Rodwell  Forrester
— — — 20"
Double 2Vt Double Pass

3o Pass 3NT (All Pass)

*weak two in a major, or 4-4-4-1 with 17-20
HCP
fpass-or-correct

East led the heart jack to the ace.
North won the heart return, cashed the
club ace, ran the club ten, and had 10
tricks; plus 430: 7 imps to USAL.

Gawrys’ two-diamond opening
showed a major-suit weak two-bid;
West bid two hearts, pass-or-correct,
all pass; two down, minus 100. At the
other table, the bidding began the same
way, but South reopened with three
clubs, which North converted to three
notrump. The heart jack went to the ace,
and the heart six came back. Declarer
finished with 11 tricks; plus 460: 8 imps
to POLAND.

Wrang passed as East, and North-
South stopped in one notrump, mak-
ing four, plus 180. At the other table,
Bergdahl reopened his opponents’
two diamonds — two hearts with two
notrump, showing the minors. North
bid three clubs, making four; plus 130:
2 imps to BULGARIA.

Playing a falsecard to try to fool de-
clarer can have serious repercussions
when partner is fooled as well. Jeff
Meckstroth suffered this fate on Board
16:

South dealer
North-South vulnerable

NORTH

a3

VK1086

G AKJ9

% 10853
WEST EAST
aA N9654
V72 VQI943
G Q876532 4
*K64 AT

SOUTH

AKQJ10732

VAS

o 10

Q97

Nickell, having opened one spade
as South, finished in four spades. West
led the club four. East took the club ace
and returned the club deuce: nine, king.
South won the third club, crossed to the
diamond ace, knocked out the spade
ace, and had ten tricks; plus 620.

At the other table, Robson, South,
opened four spades, and all passed.
Rodwell, West, led the heart seven:
eight, queen(!), ace. Declarer’s natural
play is to try for a club discard, so South
crossed to dummy’s diamond ace and
played the diamond king, overruffing
East. Declarer continued with the spade
queen. West took the ace, after which
a heart or a low diamond would have
defeated the contract, as declarer lacked
the entries to dummy to take a club
trick. However, from East’s heart queen
at trick one, West placed the heart jack
with South. Hoping that East held ace-
queen-low in clubs. West switched to
the club four. East won and tried the
club deuce, but South ducked; making
four: no swing. Had East played nor-
mally in hearts, the defense would have
been easier.




THE BRIDGE WORLD ¢ AUGUST 2016 SUPPLEMENT

SWEDEN made four spades after a
club lead, gaining 12 imps when BUL-
GARIA failed after a diamond lead.
However, USA2 made four spades after
a diamond lead: diamond ace, diamond
king ruffed and overruffed, spade king
to the ace, and West switched fatally to
a club. East won and played the heart
queen, but declarer later guessed clubs
correctly; plus 620.

At the other table, South was in four
spades against the heart-seven lead:
eight, nine, ace. West had bid diamonds,
so declarer tried the diamond ten to
dummy’s jack. The diamond ace was
ruffed and overruffed. After the spade
king went to the ace, West returned the
heart deuce, and declarer later lost three
clubs; minus 100: 12 imps to USA2.

FRANCE made four spades after a
diamond lead; plus 620. At the other
table:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST

1 & 30 Pass Pass
36 Pass 3NT (All Pass)

Declarer, Gawrys, had no problems.
He took the heart-three lead with the ten
and knocked out the ace of spades, soon
claiming 10 tricks: plus 630; no swing.

At the end of the first segment, SWE-
DEN led BULGARIA 57-18.5, CHINA
led USA2 93-37, ENGLAND led USA1
44-37, and FRANCE led POLAND 64-43.

Session Two

Your opponents have bid one no-
trump (15-17) - four notrump - six no-
trump. What would you lead from:

AQI02 V108542 76 Q97?

On Board 18, five pairs reached six
notrump, most of them via an invita-
tional auction:

East dealer
North-South vulnerable

NORTH
AMA43
CKIJ3
O AK3
%J1064

SOUTH
AKIS8S
VAQ97
O 842
®AK

Declarer has ten top tricks and can
create an extra one in clubs. The out-
come seems to hinge on the spade fi-
nesse, and the anticipated result is one
down. Against the two North declarers
in six notrump, East led the diamond
queen, and the defense triumphed.

When South was the declarer, West
had no reason to make an attacking lead
against two balanced hands. Wolpert
led the relatively-passive heart deuce;
Sun tried the more-aggressive spade
deuce: 17 imps to USA2.

POLAND scored 660 in three notrump,
gaining 13 imps when Kalita led the
heart four against six notrump in the
other room.

Levin-Weinstein found an offbeat
spot, bidding one notrump — four
notrump — five hearts — six hearts —
pass. Six hearts was not a terrible con-
tract, but The Great Dealer provided a
five-one trump break. Robson-Forrester
stopped in game without inviting slam,
to gain 13 imps for ENGLAND.

With only North-South vulnerable,
the bidding goes:
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NORTH EAST

Pass 2o 2
5 ?

SOUTH WEST

1 &
26

As North, what would you do with:
AQ97 VI9 &2 #AQI10863?

There were five-level decisions at
four tables on Board 21:

South dealer
North-South vulnerable

NORTH

aQ97

V9

&2

*AQJ10863
WEST EAST
a32 AAG
V876542 Y Q103
OKIB6 GA109543
%7 ®K9

SOUTH

AKI10854

VAK

¢ Q7

%542

BULGARIA and SWEDEN pushed the
board in four spades. Hurd-Wooldridge
matched that result, but Fireman over-
called South’s one spade with three
hearts, leading to five hearts doubled.
North led the diamond deuce, and the
defense was allowed to collect a dia-
mond ruff, one spade, one club, and two
hearts for 500: 3 imps to USA2.

Against Forrester-Robson, Rodwell,
East, inserted a sandwich two-diamond
overcall, raised to four; North’s four
spades was passed out; plus 620. At the
other table, after the problem shown,
Weinstein, North, bid five spades. The
defense came to one diamond, one
spade, and one club; minus 100: 12
imps to ENGLAND.

After the same auction, Tessieres,
North, bid five spades; minus 100. The
youthful Klukowski, North, passed
(forcing); Gawrys doubled, and the
defense came to one spade, two hearts,
and one club; minus 300: 9 imps to
POLAND.

On Board 27, with neither side vul-
nerable, your LHO passes, partner
opens three spades, and RHO passes.
What would you do with:

A0 VART74 OKQIJI8 #A1095.

Three responders passed; five went
on to four spades. Opener held:

AMAQI9875 V52 O 54 32

There were no bad breaks, so
dummy provided four tricks; with
king-doubleton of spades onside, de-
clarer added seven trump tricks.

After two sessions, the scores were:
SWEDEN 100, BULGARIA 52.5; CHINA
101, USA2 72; ENGLAND 85, USA1 47,
FRANCE 104, POLAND 80.

10
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fter two sessions of the quar-
Aterfinals of the 2015 Bermu-

da Bowl, SWEDEN (Bergdahl,
Warne; Nystrom, Upmark; Sylvan,
Wrang) led BULGARIA (Danailov,
Stamatov; Gunev, Nanev; Mihov,
Stefanov) 100-52.5; CHINA (Hou, Liu;
Hu, Li; Kang, Sun) was ahead of USA2
(Demuy, Kranyak; Fireman, Wolpert;
Hurd, Wooldridge) 101-72; ENGLAND
(Bakhshi, Gold; Forrester, Robson;
Jason and Justin Hackett) had a lead on
USAI1 (Katz, Nickell; Levin, Weinstein;
Meckstroth, Rodwell) 85-47; and
FRANCE (Bessis, Volcker; Combescure,
Rombaut; de Tessieres, Lhuissier) had
scored 104 imps to 80 for POLAND
(Gawrys, Klukowski; Jassem, Mazur-
kiewicz; Kalita, Nowosadzki).

Session Three

With neither side vulnerable, LHO
opens a natural one club, and RHO
responds one heart. What call do you
make with:

A10864 VKB OKJIBT65 oe8?

Suppose you overcall two diamonds,
and the bidding continues three clubs
on your left, three notrump on your
right.

What is your opening lead?

The tension between three notrump
and five of a minor arose on Board 40:

North dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH

MAQ2

43

O A

W#AQI9632
WEST EAST
M10864 N]9T7
CKS8 Q952
OKI8T65 $ 1092
8 # K74

SOUTH

MK53

CAJ1076

& Q43

2105

There is no defense against five
clubs, while only a diamond lead can
defeat three notrump. Bergdahl-Warne
began with a strong-club opening and
wended their way to five clubs after a
diamond overcall; plus 400. At the other
table of that match:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Stefanov  Nystrom  Mihov Upmark
—_ —_ 1 o Pass
19 2 3% Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass

The two-diamond overcall was no
thing of beauty, but it could have helped
East to find the lead if North had be-
come declarer in notrump. West led
the diamond eight to dummy’s ace.
Declarer played the club ace and queen,
hoping to find the club king with West
and catering to a bare king with East.
No luck. East won and returned a dia-
mond, so the defense had six tricks;
minus 100: 11 imps to SWEDEN.

In CHINA vs. USA2, both sides
reached three notrump after an uncon-
tested auction. Hurd played it from

11
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North, and East led a spade; plus 460.
Hu played it from South and received
the diamond-seven lead to the ace.
Rather than rely solely on clubs, he
first worked on hearts: three, deuce,
jack, king. West switched to the spade
four to dummy’s ace. A heart to the ten
won, and, had hearts been three-three,
Hu would have had nine tricks. When
the heart ace revealed the break, de-
clarer crossed to the club ace and played
the club queen; minus 150: 12 imps to
USA2.

Meckstroth-Rodwell started with
a strong club and reached five clubs
after a diamond overcall; plus 400. The
Hacketts bid to three notrump by North
in an uncontested auction. Levin, East,
showed that he needed no help from
partner by leading the diamond ten.
Declarer won and played club ace, club
queen; minus 100: 11 imps to USAL.

With East-West silent, Bessis-Vol-
cker bid to five clubs; plus 400. At the
other table, Combescure intervened
with a two-diamond overcall after one
club — pass — one heart. When his op-
ponents continued with three clubs and
three notrump, West did not heed his
own advice but led a spade; plus 460: 2
imps to POLAND. From West’s perspec-
tive, with a potential source of tricks
for declarer in the North hand, it looks
more attractive to make an attacking
lead in diamonds rather than a passive
one in spades.

Having trailed ENGLAND since Board
2, USA1 forged into the lead on Board
43:

East dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH

AMA4

0872

OK973

*QJ94
WEST EAST
AMKI963 N10752
CI653 CAKQ10
CT10 &5
®K85 10732

SOUTH

L XORR

94

OCAQR8642

PA6

After East passed, Meckstroth-
Rodwell bid one notrump — three
notrump and scored 400 after a spade
lead, ducked. When the Hacketts be-
gan one diamond — two diamonds,
Weinstein, East, did something rather
good: He bid two hearts. North-South
could no longer reach three notrump;
they wound up in five diamonds, down
one: 10 imps to USA1, now leading by
94-87.

No game is a solid contract; four pairs
stopped in partscores. Hurd-Wooldridge
gained 5 imps for USA2 by scoring 130
in three diamonds when their counter-
parts bid five diamonds. Kalita-No-
wosadzki also scored 130 in three dia-
monds, but there were fireworks at the
other table of this match:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST

Volcker Gawrys  Bessis Klukowski
— — Pass

1< Pass INT Double

20 26 3NT Double

Redouble Pass Pass Pass

12
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Some might think that East had done
quite enough with his passed-hand dou-
ble, but, ah, sweet bird of youth. East
cashed three hearts and the heart ten
went to the jack. West switched to the
spade three, ducked to the jack (on the
bidding, declarer knew which black-
suit finesse was more promising), and
the score of 800 gave FRANCE 12 imps.
There is a school of thought that holds
that it does not pay to double for penal-
ties at imps in the hope of just one off.
This result might reinforce that view.
[The double might have served to bluff
North-South, with no heart stopper, out
of three notrump. After the redouble,
East might have run profitably—Ed.].

With both sides vulnerable, North
opens one diamond, East overcalls one
notrump, and South doubles. As West,
what would you do with:

A82 V9865 ¢ 1032 109832
Penalties abounded on Board 45:

North dealer
Both sides vulnerable

NORTH

AQ93

CKQ43

&JI65

®#KJIS5
WEST EAST
Ag]2 AMA54
09865 CAJ102
$1032 O A97
10983 Q42

SOUTH

AMKJ1076

\Vayi

OKQ84

B#AT6

Bergdahl doubled North’s one-dia-
mond opening, certainly more prudent

than overcalling one notrump with mar-
ginal strength—some would say that
the East hand is underweight for one
notrump. South responded one spade
and became declarer in four spades.
West led the heart six: king, ace. South
discarded a club on the heart-jack re-
turn, and the defense could take no
more than its three aces; plus 620.

At the other table, Stefanov over-
called one notrump, double, all pass.
The spade-ten lead held, as did the
spade seven to North’s queen. East took
the third spade and played heart ace,
heart jack. North won and switched to
the diamond jack, holding declarer to
his three aces: minus 1100; 10 imps to
SWEDEN.

Wooldridge overcalled with one
notrump and was doubled, but Hurd,
West, ran to two clubs, doubled by
South. North led the heart king, and
declarer lost one spade, one heart, one
heart ruff, three clubs, and two dia-
monds: minus 800. At the other table:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Kranyak Li Demuy Hu
— — 107 I NT
Double 2 o Pass 20
Pass Pass Pass

*two-plus diamonds

This went four down; minus 400: 9
imps to CHINA. If South can’t double
for penalty, North must double to pre-
serve the possibility of defending.

Robson was the only North not to
open—and who can blame him, with
an aceless, 4-3-3-3 12-count. East
opened one notrump; Forrester, South,
bid two diamonds, showing diamonds
and a major; North jumped to three
notrump; South removed to four spades
and scored 620. At the other table, the
Hacketts picked up imps via:

13
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SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Weinstein ~ Jason Levin Justin
e —_— 1 % I NT
Double 2 &% Pass Pass
Double Pass Pass Redouble
Pass 2 Double  (All Pass)

*clubs and another suit

North led the heart three, ducked
to the nine. Declarer played the spade
eight and allowed North’s nine to hold.
The heart king was taken by the ace; af-
ter the spade ace and a spade ruff, West
led the heart eight. North took the queen
and shifted to the diamond five. De-
clarer collected the spade ace, a spade
ruff, three hearts, and the diamond ace:
minus 500; 3 imps to ENGLAND.

Bessis doubled North’s multi-way
one-club opening, and Klukowski,
South, ended in four spades; plus 620.
At the other table, East overcalled one
notrump, South doubled, and West ran
to two clubs. South eschewed a pen-
alty double, and North ended in three
notrump; after a club lead, the defense
could take only East’s three aces; plus
630: no swing.

With neither side vulnerable, RHO
opens three spades, and LHO raises to
four. What is your opening lead from:

A8 V965 CAJ52 wAI10954?

On Board 46, the defense needed to
take its tricks quickly:

14

South dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH
AATI06
VAK3
$ Q106
876
WEST EAST
a3 a3
V965 VQI10874
OAIS2 OK73
®A10954 ®KI3
SOUTH
AKQ97542
V2
G984
Q2

At seven tables, it went three
spades by South, four spades by
North. Nystrom led the diamond ace;
Danailov, Forrester, Klukowski chose
the club ace; Kranyak picked the club
nine. They all defeated the contract.
Combescure and Hou led the heart five.
Declarer ditched a club on the second
heart, drew trumps, and, finding a fa-
vorable diamond position, lost only one
club and two diamonds; plus 420.

At the table paired with the one where
Rodwell had been set in four spades by
the club-ace lead:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Justin Weinstein ~ Jason Levin
26 Pass 2NT” 390

4 5Q Double  (All Pass)

“requests a feature

Declarer lost one spade, two hearts,
and, after misguessing, one club: minus
300; 8 imps to ENGLAND.

Vulnerable against not, partner opens
one spade; you respond one notrump;
partner rebids two hearts. What would
you do now holding:
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AJ5 OKQJIT754 O 32 ]8T

Hurd, Justin, and Stefanov jumped
to four hearts. Partner held (Board 48):

AKQ976 VAZ63 O QJ #+Q0O.

There was bad news (the defense found
a spade ruff, and declarer scored minus
300), and good news (the opponents
could make five diamonds, and mi-
nus 300 was a gain of 3 imps in each
match), but a little more bad news (a
raise to three hearts would almost cer-
tainly have bought the contract, for a
gain of 2 additional imps).

After 48 boards, the halfway mark,
SWEDEN 123 led BULGARIA 73.5, CHI-
NA 135 led USA2 110, ENGLAND 101
led USA1 99, and FRANCE 127 led
POLAND 102.

Session 4

With both sides vulnerable, you pass
as dealer. After (one diamond) — three
spades — (pass) — ?, what call would
you make with:

AIG75 VA998 OK76 109327

This was Board 52:

East dealer
Both sides vulnerable

NORTH

NG

VKI65

018532

EINE
WEST EAST
AAKQ10843 N975
VQ73 VA9S
09 OK76
%74 % 10932

SOUTH

aJ2

V1042

OAQI04

®KQJ6

A popular start, after East passed,
was one of a minor by South, three
spades by West. Where North doubled,
Hurd raised to four spades, no doubt
thinking that the opponents had a game,
so let’s push it a bit higher. Everyone
passed. That was lucky, since one is
usually on safe ground in doubling
when a preempt is raised to game by
a passed hand. Declarer, Wooldridge,
took the heart-six lead with dummy’s
ace (ducking would have gained a trick)
and wound up two down; minus 200. At
the other table, the three-spade overcall
of one diamond was passed out; minus
100: 3 imps to CHINA.

BULGARIA and SWEDEN both bid
four spades and went two down, but the
former gained 7 imps by doubling. The
raise to four spades was also doubled
here:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Bakhshi  Katz Gold Nickell
—_— —_— —_— Pass

1% 34 Double 4 &

Pass Pass Double  (All Pass)

15
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North led a trump and collected 500.
Meanwhile:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Rodwell  Justin Meckstroth  Jason

— — — Pass

1 16 Double 26

2 NT* 3 Of 46 (All Pass)

*clubs, but diamonds at least as long
flong-suit game-try

West led the spade king and queen.
Declarer ruffed in dummy, played three
rounds of trumps finessing en route, lost
two hearts, and took the rest: plus 130,
but 9 imps to ENGLAND.

Similarly, the Polish North-South
settled in four diamonds, plus 130, after
a one-spade overcall. At the other table
of that match:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Lhuissier Mazurkiewicz Tessieres Jassem

4a

50

— Pass
1o (All Pass)

West led the spade ace and East fol-
lowed with the nine, suit-preference for
hearts. West should have ignored the
signal, because it is hard to see how
any heart tricks for the defense could
run away. When West switched to the
heart seven: five, eight, ten, declarer
made the contract; plus 600: 10 imps to
FRANCE.

Notrump contracts abounded in this
session. Three pairs bid and made game
on Board 54:

16

South dealer
North-South vulnerable

NORTH

MQ72

K95

&Js

Q10983
WEST EAST
MATI9654 LR
0762 CJI1083
OCAQ9 $108764
A *J64

SOUTH

AKI03

CAQ4

O K32

PK752
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Wooldridge Hu Hurd Li
I NT" Double Pass 20
Pass 26 (All Pass)
*14-16 HCP

fgeneral strength

Maybe it is being wise after the
event, but North’s 8 HCP with poten-
tial in clubs could justify a vulnerable
game-try if available. North led the club
nine; West lost a diamond, a diamond
ruff, two spades, and three hearts: mi-
nus 100.

SOUTH  WEST NORTH EAST
Kang Kranyak  Sun Demuy
I NT* Double’ Redoublet Pass
2% 26 (All Pass)

*13-15 HCP

fgeneral strength
Spuppet to two clubs, preliminary to showing a
one-suiter

Two down: no swing. SWEDEN
played in two spades by West, one
down for minus 50, and in two notrump
by South, making three, for plus 150
and a gain of 3 imps.
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SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Justin Meckstroth  Jason Rodwell
1 NT* Doublef Redouble Pass
Pass 26 (All Pass)

*15-17 HCP

fone minor, or both majors, or a strong hand

Having located the concentrated op-
posing strength, North-South might
have headed for three notrump. West
went one down; minus 50.

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Katz Gold Nickell Bakhshi

I NT* 26 3NT (All Pass)
*15-17 HCP

Nickell. produced the just-do-it
“Nike bid.” [lebensohl sometimes re-
duces responder’s options—FEd.] The
spade-four lead went to the ten. South
played a club; West won and returned
the diamond queen. Declarer took nine
tricks; plus 600: 11 imps for USAL.

Nickell’s jump to three notrump was
replicated at both tables of FRANCE vs.
POLAND, where West’s two-diamond
overcall showed a major one-suiter.
Against the French game, West led the
ace and another spade. Declarer won
with the king, cashed the heart ace, then
led a low club. He had nine tricks for
plus 600. At the other table, West dou-
bled three notrump and led a low spade,
to the ten. South played a club to the
ace, took the low-spade continuation,
and collected his nine tricks: plus 750:
4 imps to POLAND. Note that South held
a minimum opening and poor shape, yet
three notrump presented no problems.

Exact defense was needed to defeat
three notrump on Board 55, and not
every pair of defenders found it:

East dealer
Both sides vulnerable

NORTH

LX)

0852

$QJIBT65

)7
WEST EAST
AN]73 MN10542
073 CAQ1096
O AK3 & 42
98543 Q6

SOUTH

MAKQI9

COKIJI4

$ 109

P#AK 102

After East passed, Nickell and Katz
bid two notrump — three notrump.
West led the diamond ace and switched
to the club nine: seven, six, ten. South
continued with the diamond ten. To
defeat the contract, West needed to win,
but he ducked. Nickell needed no sec-
ond chance. He overtook with dummy’s
queen and played the heart deuce: six,
jack. Declarer cashed the top spades
and the club ace-king, then exited with
the spade nine. East won and had only
hearts left. He played the heart ten;
Nickell rose with the king; plus 600.

Jason-Justin bid two notrump (20-22
HCP) — three clubs (Puppet Stayman)
— three diamonds (no five-card major)
— pass. Declarer took the spade lead
and played diamonds. West won the
second round and switched to the heart
three: five, six, jack. North pitched a
heart loser on the third spade winner,
ruffed a spade, and led the club jack,
covered, so North’s last heart went on
a club; plus 150, but 10 imps to USAL.

BULGARIA gained 10 imps similarly,
600 in three notrump against 110 in
three diamonds.

17
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Volcker and Bessis bid two notrump
— three notrump, and Kalita led the
club five: jack, queen, ace. The dia-
mond nine went to the king, and West
continued with the club four to dum-
my’s seven. (It would not have hurt
West to play a top club instead, and
that might have defeated the contract.)
After the heart deuce to the ace, East
shifted to the spade five. South won,
knocked out the diamond ace, captured
the spade-jack continuation, cashed two
clubs and a spade, then exited with the
spade nine to East. Declarer finessed
the jack on East’s heart-ten return; plus
600. In the other half of the forest:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Jassem  Lhuissier Mazurkiewicz Tessieres

. 2 Q"
Double 2 & Pass Pass
2NT  Pass 30 Pass
4Ot Pass 5¢ (All Pass)

*5-10 HCP; at least four-four in the majors

Tinterpreting three diamonds as a transfer

East led the spade five to the ace.
Declarer played the diamond ten to
the ace, and West switched to the heart
seven to East’s ace. The second trump
loser made the score minus 100: 12
imps to FRANCE.

Hurd and Wooldridge bid two no-
trump — three clubs — three spades
— three notrump. Hu (West) led the
diamond ace and switched to the heart
seven. Li won with the ace and returned
the diamond four—a thoughtful play,
giving West the diamond count. West
took the king and reverted to hearts, to
the queen and king. South cashed two
spades and played the club deuce: jack,
queen. East returned a heart, and South
was stuck with a losing spade; minus
100. The big action came in the other
room of this match:

18

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Sun Demuy Kang Kranyak
— —_— —_— Pass
2NT Pass 3NT Double
Pass Pass 4 Pass

4 NT Double  (All Pass)

East’s adventuresome double asked
West to find East’s major. When North
ran, it would have been wise for South
to pass.

West led the diamond ace and
switched to the heart seven. East took
the heart ace and shifted to the spade
deuce to the ace. The diamond nine
went to the king, and the spade jack
went to the king. South cashed the club
ace and led the club deuce to the jack
and queen. East led a spade. South took
the spade queen, cashed the club king,
and exited with the spade nine. East
won and had to play a heart. South
finessed the heart jack for two down;
minus 500: 9 imps to USA2.

Having doubled three notrump suc-
cessfully on Board 55, Kranyak tried
again on Board 56, but this time he was
on lead:
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North dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH

MN53

QAKJI984

& Q9

K103
WEST EAST
N102 AMKJ984
VAR Q1063
OA832 O 64
®AQJ987 65

SOUTH

MAQT6

01712

OGKJI1075

42
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Kang Kranyak  Sun Demuy
—_— 19 16
I NT Double  Pass 26
Pass Pass 2NT Pass
3NT Double  (All Pass)

West led the club ace, then the club
jack, which held, and the club eight to
the king. Declarer played the heart ace-
king and, getting no good news there,
shifted to the diamond queen, ducked.
West won the next diamond and cashed
three clubs for down two; minus 300.
At the other table, Hurd, North, in four
hearts, lost two trump tricks and the
minor-suit aces for down one; minus
50: 6 imps to USA2.

Katz-Nickell bid to three notrump by
South. The club ace and jack won the
first two tricks, and the club seven went
to dummy’s king. Katz played a spade
to the queen and a heart to dummy’s
jack for three down; minus 150. In the
companion room, Jason played in three
hearts from the North side, and lost the
obvious four tricks to score 140: 7 imps
to ENGLAND.

19

In the other two matches, there was
no swing for three clubs down three
(150) vs. a heart partscore making three
(140).

On Board 58, while everyone else
had a comfortable time in three or four
notrump, Meckstroth-Rodwell went
one too high (both sides vulnerable):

WEST EAST
MAKA4 AQ97
QAQI108 V754
OA6S O K32
PAQ6 ®KII02
Rodwell Meckstroth
—_— Pass

1 % 2 Of
2NT 3NT

4 NT SNT
Pass

*artificial; strong
fbalanced hand; 8-10 HCP

North led the diamond queen from
queen-jack-ten and turned up with king-
jack-six-three of hearts. Declarer took
two heart finesses and was one down,;
minus 100: 12 imps to ENGLAND.

On Board 60, four hearts was beaten
six times by a trump lead and later con-
tinuation, but it succeeded twice:
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South dealer
East-West vulnerable

NORTH

AMAK43

0862

$93

%*J965
WEST EAST
MNQI962 AJ85
L1075 Q4
CAQI2 & 1085
Q7 PAK10832

SOUTH

a107

QCAKQJ93

OK764

4

With the diamond ace offside, declar-
er needs two diamond ruffs in dummy,
so a trump lead makes the defense easy.

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Sun Demuy Kang Kranyak
10 Pass 29 3o
4 Double  (All Pass)

When the bidding went as shown,
West led the club queen. East overtook
and continued with the club ace, ruffed.
South crossed to dummy in spades and
led the diamond three: five, six, queen.
This would have been a good time to
lead a trump, but West led a spade to
dummy’s king. South continued with
the diamond nine: ten, four, deuce. East
reverted to clubs. South ruffed with the
heart jack, ruffed a diamond, crossed to
the heart ace, ruffed his last diamond,
eloped with his last low trump via a
spade ruff, and the top hearts made the
score plus 590: 12 imps to CHINA.

When Jassem-Mazurkiewicz bid
one-two-four, Lhuissier led the spade
six to dummy’s king. Declarer played a
diamond to the king and ace, and West

switched to the heart seven, won by
South’s nine. After a spade to dummy,
the next trick went diamond nine, ten,
four, deuce. East cashed the club king
and switched to the spade jack. South
ruffed with the ace, ruffed a diamond,
ruffed a club, ruffed a diamond, and
made 10 tricks, scoring 420 and gaining
11 imps.

The defense could have prevailed in
a number of ways. At trick five, East
could have played the diamond eight
under the nine. West would have won
and played a second trump. West could
have overtaken the diamond ten and
played a second trump anyway. Left on
lead with the diamond ten, East could
have switched to a low club, a play
that was found in another match. West
would have won and played a second
heart.

After 64 boards, SWEDEN 162 led
BULGARIA 121.5, CHINA 167 led USA2
129, ENGLAND 154 led USA1 130, and
FRANCE 160 led POLAND 142.
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fter four sessions of the quar-
Aterfinals of the 2015 Bermu-

da Bowl, SWEDEN (Bergdahl,
Warne; Nystrom, Upmark; Sylvan,
Wrang) led BULGARIA (Danailov,
Stamatov; Gunev, Nanev; Mihov,
Stefanov) 162-121.5; CHINA (Hou, Liu;
Hu, Li; Kang, Sun) was ahead of USA2
(Demuy, Kranyak; Fireman, Wolpert;
Hurd, Wooldridge) by 167-129; ENG-
LAND (Bakhshi, Gold; Jason and Jus-
tin Hackett; Forrester, Robson) had a
lead on USAT1 (Katz, Nickell; Levin,
Weinstein; Meckstroth, Rodwell) 154-
130; and FRANCE (Bessis, Volcker;
Combescure, Rombaut; de Tessieres,
Lhuissier) had scored 160 imps to 142
for POLAND (Gawrys, Klukowski;
Jassem, Mazurkiewicz; Kalita, No-
wosadzki).

Session Five

With neither side vulnerable, RHO
opens two notrump (20-22 HCP). What
would you do with:

AJ109863 V7 O — 10984327

What would you have done if the
opening had been a strong one club?

On Board 65, the West players might
have been asked, “Are you a man or a
mouse? Squeak up!”

South dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH

cA

0654

OCAK9762

*J65
WEST EAST
MN]109863 AMQ742
\Vayi CA109832
O — $1083
21098432 oo

SOUTH

QKS

K

& QJ 5

$AKQ7

At four tables, South opened a strong
club. Two Wests bid two spades, and
one bid three spades, but the “man”
award goes to Demuy, who bid four.
Four Souths opened two notrump. Three
Wests passed; the “man” in this group
was Gawrys, who bid three spades. As
you can see, six notrump is cold, and,
if North is the declarer, six diamonds
is unbeatable, but East-West have a re-
markably good save in spades.

Best results for East-West came in
BULGARIA vs. SWEDEN:

SOUTH  WEST NORTH EAST
Nanev Wrang Gunev Sylvan
1 o%* 26 30 4 &
Double Pass Pass Pass

*artificial; strong

North led the spade ace and switched
to the club five, ruffed. Declarer cashed
the heart ace and crossruffed hearts and
clubs for ten tricks; plus 590. Not good
enough, because:

21
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SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Upmark  Stefanov  Nystrom Mihov
1 % 3e 4 ot 4
Double  Pass Pass 4 M
Pass Pass 4NT 56
Double Pass Pass Pass

*artificial; strong
fsix-plus diamonds; game-forcing

North led the spade ace and switched
to the diamond king, ruffed. After heart
to the ace, heart ruff, club ruff, heart
ruff, dummy’s hearts were high, and
declarer claimed 11 tricks; plus 650: 2
imps to BULGARIA.

Where Demuy bid four spades over
Liu’s strong club, China bid to six dia-
monds and Kranyak saved in six spades.
North led the diamond king. Demuy
ruffed and set up hearts for 11 tricks;
minus 100. At the other table, Hurd
opened two notrump and the auction
was uncontested up to six diamonds, to
be played by South. When East doubled
to ask for an unusual lead, Wooldridge
did well to run to six notrump. West led
the spade jack, taken by dummy’s ace.
East ducked a heart lead, so South took
all the tricks for plus 1020: 14 imps to
USA2.

Bakhshi opened two notrump and
became declarer in six diamonds, not
doubled. West led the club ten; East
ruffed and cashed the heart ace; minus
50. In the other room, Rodwell opened
a strong club, Forrester overcalled two
spades (showing spades or clubs, so
East could not act), and North-South
bid to six notrump, making seven when
East ducked the heart lead; plus 1020
sent 14 imps to USAT.

Kalita opened two notrump and was
about to play in six diamonds when East
doubled and he redoubled. Nowosadzki
removed to six notrump for the usual
1020. At the other table:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Bessis Gawrys Volcker  Klukowski
2NT 3 M 4 " 4 M

Pass Pass 54 Pass

6 % Pass 6 < 6M
Double Pass Pass Pass
*diamonds

North led the diamond ace, ruffed.
Declarer crossruffed clubs and dia-
monds for four tricks, played the heart
ace, ruffed a heart, and took 10 tricks;
minus 300: but 12 imps to POLAND.

With your side vulnerable, RHO
opens one diamond, and you double
holding:

AKI6E3 VAQT75 O 10 K875,

LHO jumps to three diamonds (in-
vitational), RHO converts to three
notrump, and, after two passes, partner
doubles. What would you lead?

On Board 66, seven tables played in a
partscore, but at one table three notrump
(doubled) was reached as shown:

NORTH

aMQ7

QJ63

OAKS8643

%106
WEST EAST
AK963 Ag42
CAQ7T5 ©42
<10 $975
PK-875 PAQJ94

SOUTH

AMATI05

©K1098

& QI2

32

After the auction given, Nystrom led
the spade three. Dummy’s queen won,
and declarer cashed six diamonds and

22
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the spade ace; down one, minus 100.
Meanwhile, Sweden’s North scored 110
in two diamonds: 5 imps to SWEDEN.
Some play that a double of three
notrump by the player not on lead asks
for a spade lead if the defenders have
not bid a suit. Others use it to ask for
partner’s shorter major. Neither of these
guidelines should apply here. If East
had a major strong enough to seek the
lead, he would have bid it over three
diamonds. The suit that East could not
have bid comfortably is clubs, and West
might well have found a club lead. The
defense could have taken five clubs and
two hearts for three down; a 500 penalty
would have led to a gain of 12 imps.

All but one pair found a five-club
sacrifice on Board 67:

North dealer
East-West vulnerable

NORTH

M10432

087

OAKQ7

%832
WEST EAST
A6 AMKQJI85
DI6542 QAKQ3
& 10653 O
e A9 ®J5

SOUTH

A

Q109

09842

*KQI0764
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Nanev Wrang Gunev Sylvan
— — Pass 1 &
2o Pass 3 Double
4 % 49 (All Pass)

While four spades is likely to fail,
there is no defense against four hearts.
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North led the diamond king and
switched to the club deuce. West took
the club ace, drew trumps, and had 10
tricks for 620. At the other table, East
opened a strong club and South bid
three clubs. East later bid four spades,
and North-South saved in five clubs.
West doubled and led the spade six.
South won and played the club queen,
ducked, followed by the club ten. The
defense took its heart tricks for one
down; minus 100 gave SWEDEN 11
imps.

This was an attractive auction:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Bakhshi ~ Weinstein  Gold Levin
—_— _— Pass 1
2 o Double 2 < 40
4 NT* Pass S Pass
Pass Double  (All Pass)

. .
pick a minor

North was able to introduce a lead-
directing two-diamond bid and support
clubs later.

Four Easts opened one spade; at three
of those tables, East-West found their
heart fit. Four Easts opened a strong
club; none of those pairs found the heart
fit. At every table where the contract
was five clubs doubled, a spade was led.
Three declarers played the club queen
at trick two and went one down; the
other four went two down: spade ace,
then, to cater to a singleton club ace
with East, a diamond to dummy, and
a club to the king. West won and gave
East a diamond ruff.

On Board 68, four East-West pairs
settled for a low-level penalty when a
slam was available:
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West dealer
Both sides vulnerable

NORTH

aJ92

V92

G 8643

*$Q732
WEST EAST
AQ653 AAK108
VA1054 V7
O AK97 0 Q52
*5 ®A10864

SOUTH

P

VKQJI863

G T10

®KI9

At four tables, the bidding went:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
— 1$ Pass 2 o
2V Double® (All Pass)
*penalty

Each of these Souths went three off,
losing 800. The defenders took two
spades, two diamonds, the club ace, two
club ruffs, and the heart ace.

Three pairs reached six spades, two
when West doubled the two-heart inter-
vention (one for takeout, one for penal-
ty), the other when East responded one
spade and West raised to three after the
overcall. Each declarer organized two
club ruffs, drew trumps, and conceded
a club to score 1430. USA2 and ENG-
LAND racked up 12 imps, and POLAND
gained 13.

On Board 73, two defenders had
an opportunity to defeat a vulnerable
game, but neither snatched it.

East dealer
North-South vulnerable

NORTH

Ag532

VK5

G A1086

*763
WEST EAST
AATG6 ao4
VQI63 V982
G 42 $QJI97
®*QJ105 *A982

SOUTH

AKQJI0

VAL074

OKS53

* K4

Five Souths opened one notrump,
passed out; four scored 120, one 150. At
the other three tables, with East-West
silent, the bidding began one club —
one diamond — one notrump (showing
a strong notrump). All three Norths
looked for game. One ended in three
spades, plus 140; the other two reached
four spades. Against game, both Wests
led the club queen. On winning with
the club king, South played the spade
queen, ducked, followed by the spade
king, taken by the ace. A third spade
would have laid declarer low, but both
Wests continued clubs. South ruffed the
third club and played heart king, heart
ace, heart ruff, diamond to the king,
heart ruff, diamond ace for 10 tricks;
plus 620: 11 imps to BULGARIA, 10
imps to USA2.

On Board 78, there were several
ways to beat four spades, and most of
the defenders found one:
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West dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH

AJ987

VKI4

GA109

Q102
WEST EAST
AG43 aA
V75 VA86
OK843 $ Q762
%8543 *ATI76

SOUTH

AKQI1052

VQ10932

OIS

® K

A common North-South auction
was one of a minor — one spade —
two spades — four spades — pass. A
diamond lead (or a heart lead and a
diamond switch, or a heart lead and a
later heart ruff) would have given the
defense four tricks. A club to the ace
(or the club-ace lead) and a heart switch
would have worked. A spade lead and a
diamond switch would have been fine.

One pair stopped in three spades and
was held to nine tricks by a heart lead.
Two pairs bid and made four spades.
After the standard auction, Wrang led
the heart seven; East played heart ace,
spade ace, heart six. That did not work.
Declarer, Nanev, won with the king,
drew trumps, and made his game for 7
imps to BULGARIA. The other making
game:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Bakhshi ~ Weinstein  Gold Levin
— Pass Pass 1 o
20" Pass 4 M (All Pass)
*majors

Levin led the club ace and switched
to the diamond six. Too late. North
captured West’s diamond king, pitched
his diamond loser on the club queen,
and played a spade; plus 420. At the
other table, a diamond lead held North-
South to 140 in three spades: 7 imps to
ENGLAND.

There was a great similarity among
the auctions on Board 8§0:

West dealer
East-West vulnerable

NORTH

AAQS2

V8743

0975

*A
WEST EAST
a104 AKOS
VAQ6S V1092
OKQ43 OAJ2
K10 *Q852

SOUTH

AJ763

VK

G 1086

97643

Every West opened one notrump;
every North showed the majors; every
East-West pair reached three notrump,
usually via a direct bid by East. There
it rested at five tables, and every one
of those Wests made the contract, some
with an overtrick or two. At the other
three tables, the vulnerability persuaded
South to take the save in four spades,
which was doubled (twice by West, once
by East). Every West led a trump—Ilow,
king—and the trump return was won in
dummy. At that point, . . .

Nystrom, South for Sweden, played
dummy’s heart three: nine, king, ace.
West switched to the diamond three to
the ace, and East played a third spade,
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won in dummy. South played the heart
eight, ten, ruffed with the spade jack.
Declarer crossed to the club ace and
played the heart jack to knock out the
queen. He lost one spade, two hearts,
and three diamonds, for minus 500: 4
imps to SWEDEN.

At trick 3, Gold, South for England,
also played the heart three: deuce, king,
ace. Levin switched to the diamond
three, to the ace. Weinstein, East, saw
that if he played a third spade, declarer
could win in dummy, ruff a heart, cross
to the club ace, and play the heart jack,
pinning East’s remaining heart, and
thus escape for a penalty of 500. East
therefore continued diamonds. West
took the top diamonds and exited with a
club. Declarer ruffed a low heart, ruffed
a club, and played another low heart,
ruffing. He made one club and five
trump tricks for four down; minus 800.

At the other table, Meckstroth played
the heart three at trick three: deuce,
king, ace. Robson switched to the dia-
mond four. Forrester took the diamond
ace and continued with a third spade,
won in dummy. Declarer played the
heart four—ten, ruffed—and a club to
the ace. He decided to play East for
queen-ten-deuce of hearts and played
the heart seven: nine, ruffed. South
made one club and four trump tricks
for five down; minus 1100: 7 imps to
ENGLAND.

With 16 boards to go, two teams had
good but not insurmountable leads:
SWEDEN 198 BULGARIA 161.5 and
ENGLAND 201 USAT1 153. The other
two matches hung by slender threads:
CHINA 198 USA2 195 and POLAND 178
FRANCE 175. The momentum was with
the leaders in those matches, as they
had caught up from significant deficits.

Session Six

With neither side vulnerable, there
are two passes to you. What do you do
with:

AKJI543 QA10 O 105 & J854?

This was Board 81:

NORTH

AMAI6

VJI864

& QJ3

Q109
WEST EAST
AQ872 A 10
VKQS5 V9732
OA64 OK9872
WK72 B#A63

SOUTH

AMKJ543

Y A10

$ 105

$*J854

Four Souths opened one spade in
third seat. One was raised directly to
two spades; another (in the same match)
was strong-raised and stopped in two
spades. Each declarer lost one spade,
one heart, two diamonds, and two clubs,
a push at minus 50. Another one-spade
opener pushed the board at two spades
down one when North in the other room
opened a mini notrump and South trans-
ferred. A table with higher-level action:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Wooldridge  Li Hurd Hu
—_— —_— Pass Pass
26 Pass Pass Double
Pass 2 NT” Pass 30
Pass Pass Pass

*pick-a-suit

South led the club five, taken by the
ace. East played the heart deuce—ten,
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king—followed by the spade deuce:
six, ten, jack. South cashed the heart
ace and switched to the spade three:
seven, nine, diamond deuce. Declarer
played diamond king, diamond ace,
spade ruff, heart queen, spade ruff, then
ruffed the heart nine to score 110. East-
West scored 50 at the other table, so that
meant 2 imps to CHINA, now ahead by
200-195.

BULGARIA made three diamonds on
the spade-three lead, while SWEDEN
went one down after the diamond-ten
lead. (Declarer could fail via diamond
king, heart to the king, club to the ace,
heart up. South takes the heart ace,
plays a low spade to North’s ace, and
receives a heart ruff.)

On Board 82, at favorable vulnerabil-
ity, partner opens 2NT (20-22). What is
your bidding plan holding:

A954 VJ2 0 Q98762 #3857

Bakhshi-Gold and Kalita-Nowosadz-
ki bid two notrump — three clubs —
three diamonds (no five-card major) —
pass. Meckstroth-Rodwell bid similarly
after starting one club (strong) — one
diamond (weak) — two notrump (21-
23 HCP). The best spot would often
be three diamonds, but this time three
notrump was a sensible contract and
a make on the lie of the cards. Partner
held:

AMAS6 VAKIO9 CAKIJI& Q64

Clubs were four-four, diamonds two-
two.

Demuy-Kranyak began with a strong
club and ended in four diamonds, mak-
ing. Hu-Li bid two notrump — three
clubs — three hearts — three notrump
and scored 400: 7 imps to CHINA, now
ahead 207-195.

Bessis-Volcker bid two notrump —
three notrump and made 10 tricks after
a heart lead: 7 imps to FRANCE against
130 in the other room, regaining the
match lead at 182-178. For the specta-
tors, it was exciting stuff.

BULGARIA gained 11 imps when
SWEDEN had an accident and played in
two clubs, three off.

On Board 85, USA2 gained 10 imps
by making game vs. a partscore and
trailed 211-213. USA1 picked up 12
imps when Forrester lost his way and
went one down in a game. And USA1
collected more much-needed imps on
Board 86:

West dealer
East-West vulnerable

NORTH

MARS54

0194

10

®#KQI1053
WEST EAST
AJ92 AK3
0872 PKQ
OAQ943 CJI8765
A2 28764

SOUTH

MAQ1076

CA10653

OK2

*J9
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Robson Rodwell  Forrester Meckstroth
—_— 107 Double 1 &
49 Pass Pass Pass

*two-plus diamonds
fdiamonds (leaves partner room to bid one
notrump if he has short diamonds)

West led the heart seven: four, queen,
ace. South played the club nine. West
took the ace and continued with the
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heart deuce: jack, king. East led the
diamond jack—deuce, queen, and West
played a third heart. Declarer had four
heart tricks, four clubs, and the spade
ace, but that was all; minus 50. In the
other room:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Weinstein Bakhshi  Levin Gold

— Pass Pass Pass

1 ¥ Pass 2 % Pass

2 Pass 4 (All Pass)

* .
strong raise

West led the club ace and switched to
the spade deuce: four, king. Back came
the club six to dummy’s king. Declarer
played the heart four to the queen and
ace, then the heart three: two, nine,
king. East continued with a third club.
South ruffed with the ten, drew the last
trump, and played clubs and spades. He
did not lose a diamond trick; plus 420:
10 imps to USAL.

CHINA scored 140 in three hearts and
won 6 imps when Hurd-Wooldridge
failed in four spades.

USAI1 collected another bevy of imps
on Board 87:

East dealer
Both sides vulnerable

NORTH
AMAK 82
QCAQ875
o5
*AQ4
WEST EAST
MQJI43 N1065
CKJ9643 Q2
o2 GKQ73
%53 ®#K10982
SOUTH
97
@ 10
OCAT109864
*J76

SouTH WEST NORTH EAST
Meckstroth Robson Rodwell  Forrester
— — — Pass

30 Pass 50 (All Pass)

The spade-queen lead was taken by
dummy’s ace. After a diamond to the
jack, declarer played heart ace, heart
ruff, spade king, spade ruff, and the
diamond ten to East’s queen, leaving:

NORTH

A

VAOR

O —

*AQ4
WEST EAST
LN o~
CKIJ9 0 —
& — O K7
%53 ®2K982

SOUTH

-~

Q__

O A96

*J76

Had East led a club, declarer would
have won in dummy, ruffed a major-suit
card, crossed to the club ace, and scored
another ruff (or waited for the trump-
coup position) to take 11 tricks. East in
fact played the diamond seven, but that
was no better. South took the diamond
nine and ace, then played the club six to
the queen, scoring two club tricks; plus
600. In the other room:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST

Gold Weinstein ~ Bakhshi ~ Levin
—_— — — Pass
Pass 29 Pass Pass
30 Pass 3NT (All Pass)

East led the heart deuce: ten, king,
ace. Declarer played the spade deuce.
East took the ten and switched to the
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club nine, won by the queen. Declarer
continued with spade king, club ace,
spade ace, diamond to the jack, and
the diamond ace—but that was his last
trick; the contract was two down; mi-
nus 200: 13 imps to USA1, which had
scored 38 imps without reply and now
trailed by only 10 imps with nine boards
to play.

Meanwhile, USA2 scored 12 imps
the reverse way when Demuy made
three notrump and Li went down in
five diamonds, in each case after South
had opened three diamonds. Li took the
spade-jack lead with the ace, played the
diamond five to the jack, and cashed
the diamond ace. He lost two diamond
tricks and, later, the club finesse. Demuy
took the club-eight lead with the queen
and played the diamond five to the
jack, then the diamond ace, discarding
the spade deuce. He continued with
the heart ten (jack, queen), heart ace,
spade ace, spade king, and exited with
the spade eight. West won, returned the
club three to the ace, captured the eight
of hearts, and cashed the spade jack,
but, with only nine-six of hearts remain-
ing, was forced to concede a trick to the
heart seven, which was declarer’s ninth
trick.

Volcker, in five diamonds, took the
same line as Li for minus 100. Nowod-
sadzki, in three notrump, took the club-
ten lead with the queen and played the
diamond five. To beat the contract, East
needed to play a diamond honor, but
he didn’t. Declarer took the diamond
jack and ace, and continued with the
heart ten: three, five, deuce. The dia-
mond four went to the queen, and East
switched to the spade six: nine, jack,
king. Declarer cashed the spade ace and
exited with the spade eight. West took
the spade queen and four, but then he
was forced to play a heart. After a fi-

nesse of the heart queen, declarer made
two spades, three hearts, two diamonds,
and two clubs; plus 600: 12 imps to
POLAND, which regained the lead at
192-186.

On Board 88, 11 tricks were avail-
able in hearts:

North dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH

MAKQ7

07543

$52

21043
WEST EAST
M108652 ANJ93
QA8 ©92
o4 OGK1096
BAQ852 BKI96

SOUTH

L Y

CKQJ106

OAQJI8T3

& 7

Two matches had pushes in four
hearts making five. In USA2 vs. CHI-
NA, both Wests cue-bid two hearts
(spades and a minor) over the third-seat
one-heart opening. After competition at
the four-level, Demuy-Kranyak scored
the standard 450 in four hearts. At the
other table, Hurd, East, jumped to four
spades over North’s three hearts; Hu,
South, bid five hearts. Wooldridge dou-
bled and led the diamond four: deuce,
six, queen. South took dummy’s spade
ace-king to discard his club loser, then
knocked out the ace of hearts. He drew
trumps and had twelve tricks. Plus 750
meant 7 imps to CHINA, now leading
226-223.

In ENGLAND vs. USA1, after the usu-
al one heart and two hearts, ENGLAND
played in four hearts plus 450. In the
other room, Meckstroth, North, showed
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a strong heart raise, and Robson, East,
jumped to four spades, doubled by
North. South led the club seven to the
ace. Declarer played dummy’s spade
deuce. North won with the queen and
switched to the heart seven: nine, ten,
ace. After the spade five to the king,
North’s diamond five went to the ten
and jack. South cashed the heart king
and continued with the heart queen,
ruffed in the East hand. After the club
jack and the club six to the queen, de-
clarer played a top spade and finished
two down; minus 300: 4 imps to ENG-
LAND, upping its lead to 205-191.

After some small swings, with five
deals to play, SWEDEN was well ahead,
but FRANCE led by 8, ENGLAND by 15,
and CHINA by 5.

With your side vulnerable, you, West,
hold:

AMATI09863 VJI53 &6 w38

What would you lead after this auction?

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST

1 NT 26 2NT” Pass
3ok Pass 3NTT  (All Pass)
*lebensohl

fgame values; fewer than four hearts; no spade
stopper

On Board 92, Meckstroth-Rodwell
bid as shown. Gold-Bakhshi bid one
notrump — (two hearts, showing
spades) — three notrump. One West led
the spade jack, the other the spade ten.
This choice of suit was not a success.

NORTH

a42

QA8

O AJ93

Q10432
WEST EAST
MAT109863 L
QJI53 Q742
&6 OK754
*J8 2K765

SOUTH

AMKQ7

CK1096

& Q1082

*A9

Each South won the first trick and
took a diamond finesse. On winning
the diamond king, both Easts returned
a heart: six, jack, ace. The club deuce
went to the nine and jack. Robson
cashed the spade ace and played a heart;
Weinstein simply returned a heart. Both
declarers made 10 tricks for plus 430.

Two other Wests led a spade against
three notrump, giving declarer no
trouble. Three other Wests led a low
heart. After that, there are double-
dummy lines to succeed, but they are
counterintuitive, and all three declar-
ers failed. (The play generally went
along these lines: heart to the queen
and king, diamond to the king, spade
five-king-ace, and a spade return. South
won, cashed the diamonds, and played
the club ace and nine to the king. East
played a heart to the ace. Declarer took
the club ten and gave up a club; then,
a heart to West’s jack gave the defense
five tricks.)

CHINA bid and made three diamonds,
to pick up 4 imps and lead by 9 with
four boards to go.

The stage was set for some exciting
conclusions, but the remaining boards
were relatively dull. ENGLAND picked
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up an imp on Board 93. On Board 94,
CHINA gained 2 imps, and FRANCE
added 5 by punishing an overbid. In
ENGLAND vs. USA1, Board 95 was a
push; on Board 96, ENGLAND collected
4 imps for a partscore swing, to win
215-195. Swings of 1 and 2 imps on
these deals left POLAND a survivor by
211-197. Late swinging by BULGARIA
narrowed SWEDEN’s margin of victory:
223-202.5.

One match did not end tamely. In
CHINA vs. USA2, this was Board 95:

East dealer
East-West vulnerable

NORTH

CA10976

OK983

210954
WEST EAST
MQI985432 MAK
VQ2 VKIS
O 54 OAQI107
K8 B#AT63

SOUTH

M]1076

¥543

$J62

®*QJ2

With the diamond king onside, only
the bad spade break had beaten Swe-
den’s East in six spades. No doubt those
in four spades breathed a sigh of relief
when spades were revealed to divide
four-zero.

Kang, East, opened a strong one club,
and Sun bid a negative one diamond.
Demuy, North, intervened with two
hearts, and East rebid two notrump.
West transferred to spades and raised
three spades to four. Declarer made the
usual 11 tricks for plus 650. At the other
table, disaster struck:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST

Li Hurd Hu Wooldridge
— — — 2NT

Pass 4 0 Double 4 &

Pass Pass ?

*spades

All was well for CHINA to this point,
and, had North passed, the Far-East
entry would have secured a berth in the
semifinals. However, North bid four
notrump (pick-a-suit), and South’s five
clubs was doubled by East.

West led the diamond five: three,
queen. East returned the club six: deuce,
king, four. West reverted to the diamond
four: eight, ten, jack. Declarer ducked
a heart to the jack, and East cashed
the club ace. Eventually, the contract
was six down; minus 1400: 13 imps to
USA2, now leading 238-236, winning
the match when Board 96 was flat.

Had South been able to hold the pen-
alty to 1100 and thus the swing to 10
imps, the Chinese would have survived
by 1 imp. Is there a case for South’s
passing four notrump to show equal
lengths in the non-spade suits? This ac-
tion would be based on the philosophy
that, if you think your side is in trou-
ble, let partner play it. In that scenario,
North could have bid five hearts, where
there was a strong chance that he could
have come to six tricks, which would
make the penalty “only” 1100. (Double-
dummy, East could lead a low club, and
the defense could take eight tricks for
1400, but East is likely to lead a spade.
North ruffs and, if he is brave enough
to play the heart ace and another heart,
will come to six tricks.)

That was an exciting and well-con-
tested set of matches, perhaps a sign
that many countries are able to compete
at the top level.
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he 2015 Bermuda Bowl semi-
Tfinals matched SWEDEN

(Bergdahl, Warne; Nystrom,
Upmark; Sylvan, Wrang) against USA2
(Demuy, Kranyak; Fireman, Wolpert;
Hurd, Wooldridge), and ENGLAND
(Bakhshi, Gold; Forrester, Robson;
Jason and Justin Hackett) against PoO-
LAND (Gawrys, Klukowski; Jassem,
Mazurkiewicz; Kalita, Nowosadzki).
From the round-robin results, USA2
had a carryover of 12.7 imps, ENGLAND
of 4.33 imps.

Session One

There were fireworks on the first
deal. Hurd-Wooldridge had collected
1400 on the penultimate deal of the
quarterfinals to pull out the match. The
team conceded the same penalty—not
the right note on which to start an en-
counter.

West dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH

#86432

SWEDEN VS. USA2

ROOM 1
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Kranyak  Warne Demuy Bergdahl
— 1 %" 2Q Pass
4 & Pass Pass Double
Pass Pass Pass

ROOM 2
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Sylvan Wolpert  Wrang Fireman
— 1o 30 3
Pass 3NT Pass Pass
Double  Pass Pass Pass

ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Jason Jassem Justin Mazurkiewicz
— 1<¢ 29 26
Pass 3NT Pass Pass
Double Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 4
SOuUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Klukowski ~ Gold Gawrys ~ Bakhshi
—_— 1$ 29 26
Pass 3NT  (All Pass)

*artificial; strong

In Room 1, North intended two hearts
as hearts and another suit but South
took it as majors. Against four spades
doubled, West led the spade four: jack,
king, ace. South played the heart ten.
West took the ace and switched to the
club ace, then led the club five to East’s
king. After the diamond six to the seven
and ten, West exited with the club nine,
ruffed by South. Declarer cashed the
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spade queen and led the heart jack to
the king. East ruffed, took the spade
ten and nine, and reverted to diamonds.
West won the diamond queen and ace,
and South made the spade eight for his
fourth trick; minus 1400.

The eyes of young, impressionable
players should be shielded from Fire-
man’s three-spade bid in Room 2. In
reaction to the double of three notrump,
North led the spade jack: king, ace.
South switched to the heart jack and
ten, both ducked. Next came the club
queen to the ace. From this point, West
had a chance to make the contract via
club king, diamond finesse, club ten,
diamond finesse; but he played a club
to the ten and jack. South shifted to the
diamond five—jack. Declarer crossed
to the club king and repeated the dia-
mond finesse to take eight tricks: minus
100, 17 imps to SWEDEN.

The two-spade bid used in the other
match is not commonly taught to stu-
dents at any level. In Room 3, Jassem
received the spade-jack lead: king, ace.
South switched to the heart jack: three,
deuce (encouraging), eight. Hoping that
he had hit partner with hearts headed by
the ace-queen, South cashed the spade
queen and followed with the heart ten.
Declarer won with the heart ace, cashed
the diamond ace, continued with the
diamond queen, and had nine tricks;
plus 550.

In Room 4, Gawrys led the club six
(second-highest from weakness, or
third-or fifth-highest from an honor):
seven, queen, ace. Declarer played back
the club nine: four, ten, jack. South
switched to the heart jack. West took
the ace and played the spade four: jack,
king, ace. South took the heart ten and
shifted to the diamond seven to the
queen. Declarer crossed to the club
king, repeated the diamond finesse, and

had one heart, five diamonds, and two
clubs; minus 50: 12 imps to POLAND.

With both sides vulnerable, partner
opens with a weak two spades, pass on
your right. What would you do with:
A73 QDAKJI108 094 #AQ64?

Only one pair stopped out of game
on Board 4:

South dealer
Both sides vulnerable

NORTH

AT3

CAKJ108

$94

*AQ64
WEST EAST
LR AKJ42
PQ63 0975
OA10532 OK87
K973 BJI105

SouTH

MAQI0965

042

&QI6

82

SWEDEN VS. USA2
ROOM 1
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Kranyak  Warne Demuy Bergdahl
26 Pass 2NT Pass
3 ot Pass 4 M (All Pass)
ROOM 2

SOUTH  WEST NORTH EAST
Sylvan Wolpert  Wrang Fireman
2 Ob Pass 2 & (All Pass)
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ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Jason Jassem Justin Mazurkiewicz
26 Pass 2NT Pass
4 &d Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 4
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Klukowski ~ Gold Gawrys Bakhshi
2 Ob Pass 2NT Pass
3 Qe Pass 4 & (All Pass)
maximum

bweak two-bid in a major
pass-or-correct
dmaximum; no side feature
spades; maximum values

In Room 1, Kranyak received the
heart-three lead to dummy’s jack. The
spade three went to the queen, and the
spade ace revealed the bad break. South
finessed the heart ten and cashed the
heart ace, pitching a diamond, then
threw another diamond on the heart
king, as East ruffed with the spade jack.
East cashed the spade king and contin-
ued with the diamond king. West over-
took and switched to the club seven.
Declarer took the ace and ditched a club
on the long heart; plus 620.

In Room 2, Wrang was the only
North not to look for game, which he
thought insufficiently likely to succeed,
although he made one trick more than
everyone else. East led the heart five to
the queen and ace. Declarer finessed the
spade queen, cashed the spade ace, and
played heart king, ten and jack, discard-
ing diamonds. East ruffed the fourth
heart and could have gained a trick (and
an imp) by playing a diamond, but he
switched to the club jack: deuce, king,
ace. Dummy’s last diamond went away
on North’s fifth heart; plus 200: 9 imps

to USA2.

In Room 3, Jassem led the heart six.
Declarer took dummy’s ace, finessed
the spade queen, cashed the spade ace,
played the heart deuce to the jack, and
continued with the heart king and ten,
ditching diamonds. East ruffed and
played a diamond; plus 620.

In Room 4, Gawrys took the club-
jack lead with the queen, played the
spade three to the ten, heart deuce to the
king, and spade seven to the nine. He
lost one spade and two diamonds; plus
620: no swing.

On Board 5, Kranyak produced one
of the nicest pieces of subterfuge you
are likely to see:

West dealer
East-West vulnerable

NORTH

a9872

VQ9s

0763

S A102
WEST EAST
A1065 aQlJ
VK64 VA10872
G 1054 $QI2
%9875 %143

SOUTH

AAKA43

VI3

O AK98

*KQ6




THE BRIDGE WORLD ¢ AUGUST 2016 SUPPLEMENT

SWEDEN VS. USA2

ROOM 1
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Kranyak  Warne Demuy Bergdahl
— Pass Pass Pass
1 %" Pass 1 Of Pass
208 Pass 26 Pass
2NT Pass 3NT (All Pass)

“artificial; strong

fartificial; weak

Spuppet to two spades, preliminary to showing
hearts or a balanced hand

West led the heart six (second-high-
est from three), and East did well to in-
sert the eight, to retain a link with West.
Kranyak won with the jack and returned
.. . the heart three! West took the king,
and East played the deuce. To West, it
seemed as though South had five hearts.
(As East had played the eight at trick
one, perhaps he should have followed
with the seven at trick two, sounding an
alarm bell by playing the hearts out of
natural order.)

West switched to the club seven:
deuce, jack, king. Should East have
played a low club? South continued
with the spade ace, spade king, and a
third spade. East discarded the club
four. Something more flamboyant was
needed, perhaps the diamond queen.
Maybe East thought that West had led
from king-six-doubleton. South’s de-
ception worked. West switched to the
diamond four, and declarer had three
spades, one heart, two diamonds, and
three clubs; plus 400.

At the other table, Fireman, East,
opened one heart in third seat. North-
South found their spade fit and ended in
four spades by North. East led the heart
ace and a heart to the king. Declarer
could not avoid losers in spades and
diamonds; minus 50: 10 imps to USA2.

In the other match, the same contracts
were reached. In Room 3, East opened
one heart, South doubled, and North
ended in four spades. The defense took
two hearts at once, and a spade and a
diamond later; minus 50.

ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 4
SOUTH  WEST NORTH EAST
Klukowski Gold Gawrys Bakhshi
—_— Pass Pass Pass
2NT Pass 3NT (All Pass)

Here, too, West led the heart six:
nine, ten, jack. South played the spade
ace: five, deuce, jack; then the spade
four: six, seven, queen. This did not
fool anyone. East returned the heart
deuce to the king. Back came the heart
four, and East took three more tricks;
minus 50: no swing.

South would have been in fine shape
if hearts had been four-four and spades
three-two, but he might have done bet-
ter to play spade ace, spade king, and a
low spade, which might have left West
wondering whether South had started
with ace-jack-low of hearts.

You are the dealer with both sides
vulnerable. What would you do with:

A8 VQ65 CK2 #KQ87532?

On Board 7, two Easts thought that
this was a suitable three-club opening.
The other two deemed that there was
too much strength outside clubs. Since
one might open three clubs with slightly
stronger clubs (replace the deuce with
the jack, say) and no outside values,
responder might find it hard to place
opener with so much strength. So it
proved at those two tables:
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East dealer
Both sides vulnerable

NORTH
MAQ1032
1073
OCAI075
%96
WEST EAST
L - N
CAJIR4 Q65
Q8643 O K2
P A104 ®KQ87532
SOUTH
AMAKIOT7654
VK2
&J9
%]
SWEDEN VS. USA2
ROOM 1
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Kranyak  Warne Demuy Bergdahl
— J— — 2 %"
4 M 5ot 546 Pass
Pass 6 ot Pass Pass
6N Double  (All Pass)
ROOM 2
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Sylvan Wolpert  Wrang Fireman
e e — 3o
4 & 5o 56 Pass
Pass Double  Pass 6 ol
6N Pass Pass Pass
ENGLAND VS. POLAND
ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Jason Jassem Justin Mazurkiewicz
— — 1 o
4 M 4 NT 5 Pass
Pass Double Pass 6 o
Pass Pass Pass

36

ROOM 4
SouTH WEST NORTH EAST
Klukowski  Gold Gawrys ~ Bakhshi
_— 3.
4 & 5 56 (All Pass)

*10-15 HCP; six-plus clubs; no side suit

As six clubs would have been made,
Kranyak and Sylvan did well to sacri-
fice. In Room 1, West led the club ace,
and South ruffed the next club. Declarer
cashed the spade ace and ran the dia-
mond jack to the king. East returned the
heart five to the king and ace, then won
the next heart for three down: minus
800.

In Room 2, Wolpert led the heart ace.
That gave away a trick, but the defense
still collected a club and a diamond for
two down: minus 200: 12 imps to SWE-
DEN. Note that West declined to double
six spades after East’s three-club open-
ing and removal of five spades doubled.

Against Mazurkiewicz in Room 3,
South led the spade ace. The diamond
three went to the king, then came the
diamond deuce: jack, four, seven. South
switched to the heart deuce: four, ten,
queen. Declarer played club ace, club
king, heart six: king, ace; plus 1370.
With the heart king onside, South’s
heart switch was immaterial, as declarer
would have been able to set up the fifth
diamond for a heart discard.

In Room 4, Gold led the club ace, and
declarer was two down; minus 200: 15
imps to POLAND. Charge the three-club
opening for that.

After that deal, few imps changed
hands until Board 13:
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East dealer
Both sides vulnerable

NORTH

MAKIS

QAQI3

CA

MB#ATS53
WEST EAST
AN]6 AQ72
©J10852 Q6
S 6432 OGKQJ9S
98 WwK642

SOUTH

N10843

K74

$1087

Q107

SWEDEN VS. USA2
ROOM 1
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Demuy Bergdahl Kranyak Warne
— _— — I NT"
Pass 2 off Double 2 <
Pass Pass Double  Pass
26 Pass 4 O Pass
49 Pass 5o Pass
59 Pass 6N (All Pass)
ROOM 2

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Wrang Fireman Sylvan Wolpert
—_— e —_— 1<
Pass Pass Double  Pass
16 Pass 4 8 Pass
4 M Pass Pass Pass

ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Justin Mazurkiewicz  Jason Jassem
—_— —_— —_— 1<
Pass 30 Double 3@
Pass 40 Double 5¢
Double  Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 4
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Gawrys Bakhshi  Klukowski  Gold
— — — Pass
Pass Pass 1% 1<
Pass 2 Double Pass
26 Pass 44 (All Pass)

*10-15 HCP; at least five-four in the minors
fpuppet to two diamonds, preliminary to playing
there or inviting game

Ssplinter

In Room 1, Kranyak’s splinter was
reasonable. South and North might
have done less later. With an open-
ing bid over him, it was optimistic of
Kranyak to bid the slam. The club-nine
lead was ducked to East’s king, and a
trump trick had to be lost; minus 100.

After Sylvan splintered in Room 2,
Wrang sensibly signed off. West led the
heart jack to the ace. South played the
spade ace and diamond ace, followed
by a low club. East ducked, and the
queen won. A diamond ruff was fol-
lowed by the spade king, a heart to the
king, and a finesse of the heart nine.
South pitched a club on the heart ace
and had 12 tricks; plus 680,

In Room 3, Jassem tried to steal
North-South’s suit, but all he bought
was trouble. South led the diamond
eight to the ace. North cashed the heart
ace and continued with the heart nine.
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East discarded the club four, and South
won to play another diamond. Declarer
still needed to lose two spades and a
club for four down; minus 1100.

In Room 4, the diamond-three lead
was taken in dummy, and declarer
played spade ace, spade king, heart to
the king, club finesse, for 11 tricks; plus
650: 10 imps to ENGLAND. Some might
think that cashing the spade ace and
king at once was not necessarily safe—
what if spades had been four-one?

On Board 14, Demuy needed to side-
step an endplay:

East dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH

AMAK 4

Q

OAK98762

P AQ
WEST EAST
L X MQI103
VK632 CAT54
& 104 &I5
2$K942 210875

SOUTH

MNJB6S5

©J1098

& Q3

*J63

38

SWEDEN VS. USA2

ROOM 1

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Bergdahl Kranyak Warne Demuy
— — — Pass
Pass Pass 1 %2 Pass

1 Ob Pass 1 Ve Pass

2 ol Pass 2 Pass

29 Pass 2 &e Pass

36 Pass 6 < (All Pass)

dartificial; strong

bartificial; weak

Cartificial; 20-plus HCP
dbalanced hand; 5-7 HCP
‘relay for further description

At the three tables not shown, North
showed a very powerful hand with long
diamonds, but South bid three notrump
and took 11 tricks. Here, North blasted
into six diamonds. West led the dia-
mond four: nine, jack, queen. The club
three went to the queen, and South
played four rounds of diamonds. It was
clear to East that West must have the
heart king, else South would have won
trick one in dummy and played the
heart queen to set up the king to discard
a spade from dummy while the closed
hand still had the trump queen as an
entry. West had discarded club four,
spade deuce, and heart deuce, while
East had let go the heart four, club ten,
heart five, and heart ace. South ran two
more diamonds and cashed the club ace,
but the die was cast; minus 50: 11 imps
to USA2. With the strong hand exposed,
the defense was straightforward.

With only North-South vulnerable,
North passes, and East opens a natural
one diamond. What would you do as
South with:

A92 VA5 O54 AKQ10962?
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This situation arose on Board 15:

NORTH

MI0754

QJI874

OK1083

%4
WEST EAST
MAK63 AQJS8
Q10632 PK9
& Q96 OCAJT2
L ®J753

SOUTH

A92

QA5

O 54

*AKQI10962

SWEDEN VS. USA2
ROOM 1
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Warne Demuy Bergdahl Kranyak
— — Pass 10
3NT Double Pass Pass
4 % Double  (All Pass)
ROOM 2

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Wolpert ~ Wrang Fireman Sylvan
— — Pass 1 o
Pass 1 Of Pass 19
2 % Double  Pass 20
3o 30 (All Pass)
*11-plus HCP; two-plus clubs
fhearts

I showed South’s hand to my wife,
Suzie, with the comment, “East opened
one diamond, and South bid three
notrump. That’s a real man’s bid.” She
replied, “Yes, it is. Need I say more?”
This jump normally includes a stopper
in opener’s suit. If North’s pass over the
double showed a diamond stopper, why

didn’t South pass? If South was not pre-
pared to sit for a double, three notrump
was probably not the best choice.

In Room 1, Demuy led the spade
king; Kranyak played the queen. West
continued with the spade three. East
won with the jack and returned the
spade eight. South ruffed and played
club ace, club king. Some “solid” suits
fail to live up to that description. South
cashed the heart ace, and Kranyak, em-
ulating Demuy from the previous deal,
unblocked the king. South exited with
the heart five. West took the queen and
switched to the diamond queen: king,
ace. East cashed the diamond jack, and
South needed to ruff the next diamond.
East still had a trump trick coming for
three down; minus 800.

Contrast that scenario with Wolpert’s
circumspect approach in Room 2. No
gung ho leap for him—and right he
was, too. North led the club four against
three diamonds. South won with the
nine and returned the club queen: dia-
mond nine, diamond ten. North shifted
to the spade four. Declarer won with
the ace and ran the diamond queen,
followed by the diamond six. After
drawing the last trump, declarer took
two spades and played the heart king.
South took the ace and the top clubs for
one down; minus 50: 13 imps to USA2.

ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Jassem  Justin  Mazurkiewicz Jason
— —_— Pass 1 o
2 29 Pass 2NT
Pass 3 Pass 490
Pass Pass Pass
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ROOM 4 East dealer
Neither side vulnerable

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST

Gold Gawrys Bakhshi  Klukowski
— — Pass 1 %" EOIETS ]
3% Double  Pass 3¢ VK9854
Pass 39 Pass 3NT OKI104
Pass Pass Pass %9
*a weak notrump, natural clubs, or 17-plus HCP WEST EAST
In Room 3, Mazurkiewicz led the ?9(3’%2 Q??{QS;(‘) 7
club four to the nine. South returned the ¢ Q982 &6
club king, ruffed with the deuce; North ~ * K853 % AQ102
discarded the diamond three. The heart SOUTH
three went to the king and ace, and back AALDO
came the club ace: heart six, heart eight. VJ6
North exited with the spade five and OAT53
made only his trump trick thereafter: *J764

down one; minus 50.

In Room 4, Gold led the club queen
and continued with the club ace, club
king, and club ten. East cashed the
spade queen, crossed to the spade ace,
and led the diamond queen: king, ace.
When declarer played the heart nine,
South took the ace and his clubs, and
the contract was three down; minus
150: 3 imps to ENGLAND.

After 16 deals, USA2 72.7 led SWE-
DEN 56, and POLAND 41 led ENGLAND
25.3.

Session Two

Some pairs climbed too high on
Board 17:
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SWEDEN VS. USA2

ROOM 1
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Demuy Nystrom Kranyak Upmark
— — — 1"
Pass Pass 19 Pass
INT Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 2
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Sylvan Wooldridge Wrang Hurd
— — — 1 o
Pass 1< 1¥ Pass
I NT Pass Pass Pass

ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Bakhshi  Nowosadzki  Gold Kalita
—_— e —_— ] o
Pass 1< 19 Pass
20 Pass 30 Pass
3NT Pass Pass Double
Pass Pass Pass

ROOM 4
SOUTH  WEST NORTH EAST
Gawrys Forrester ~ Klukowski ~ Robson
—_— _— —_— 1 %
Pass Pass 19 2o
Double 4 o Double (All Pass)

*amorphous

In Room 1, Demuy took the spade-
six lead with the jack, cashed the dia-
mond king, and ran the diamond jack
to the queen; East discarded the spade
four. West switched to the club five.
East won with the queen, cashed the
club ace, and returned the club deuce:

41

jack, king. West played the heart three
to the eight and queen. East’s club ten
and the heart ace gave the defense seven
tricks; minus 50.

In Room 2, Wooldridge led the club
five. East won with the queen and re-
turned the club deuce: jack, king. West
switched to the spade deuce to the jack.
Declarer picked the diamonds via dia-
mond ace, diamond to the ten, then
played spade king, spade ace, diamond
to the jack, and took seven tricks; plus
90: 4 imps to SWEDEN.

In Room 3, Bakhshi might have
chosen one notrump rather than two
diamonds. The spade-six lead was taken
by the jack. As West’s one diamond
had been natural, Bakhshi played dia-
mond ace, diamond finesse, spade ace,
diamond finesse, diamond king, spade
king. That was seven tricks, but it was
also the end of the line: down two; mi-
nus 300.

In Room 4, no doubt Robson had a
good reason for two clubs. (He might
have invoked the so-called streaker’s
defense: “It seemed like a good idea at
the time.”) Forrester took him seriously,
perhaps a touch too seriously.

South led the heart jack: deuce,
eight (upside-down carding), queen.
The spade seven went to the jack, and
North switched to the club nine: ten,
jack, king. The heart three went to the
ten, and declarer played another spade.
North won with the queen and led the
spade king to South’s ace. After the
club six to the queen, East exited with
the diamond six. South took the ace
and returned a club, won by the ace.
The spade four was ruffed by the seven,
overruffed by the eight. Declarer ruffed
a diamond, cashed the heart ace, and
lost his last heart to North’s heart king,
going two down; minus 300: 12 imps to
POLAND.
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As dealer at favorable vulnerability,
what would you do with:

AQJ VJ106543 10843 6?

Standards have slipped in many ar-
eas of life. Why should bridge be an
exception? The fact that three players
opened three hearts with this collection
illustrates how far we have dropped.
Only Wooldridge passed. No doubt they
point him out in the street with a nudge
and wink. It was all academic. The op-
ponents had no problem bidding game
in spades and making 11 tricks.

Board 23 tested defensive methods
against a one-notrump opening;:

West dealer
Both sides vulnerable

NORTH

AMA10976

Y __

O 87

PAK10954
WEST EAST
AQ3 AB42
CAQIS C74
OCKQ942 &J1053
S 72 $*J863

SOUTH

AMKIT5

PK1096532

OA6

*Q

SWEDEN VS. USA2
ROOM 1

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Demuy Nystrom Kranyak Upmark
— INT Pass Pass
2@ Pass 3o Pass
30 Pass 34 Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass

42

ROOM 2
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Sylvan Wooldridge  Wrang Hurd
— I NT 26 Pass
46 Pass Pass Pass
ENGLAND VS. POLAND
ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Bakhshi  Nowosadzki Gold Kalita
— I NT 2 % Pass
39 Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 4
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Gawrys  Forrester  Klukowski ~ Robson
e 1$ 2 Pass
3@ Pass 34 Pass
49 Pass Pass Pass

*(exactly) four spades, five-plus-card minor

No one had an ideal systemic method
for the North hand, so each player com-
promised.

In Room 1, Demuy ducked the dia-
mond-king lead and won the next dia-
mond. After the club queen and spade
king, he played the spade jack and had
nine tricks; plus 600.

In Room 2, Wrang’s two spades
showed six, but who’s counting? Hurd
led the heart seven: nine, jack, spade
six. After club queen, spade king, and
spade ace, declarer ruffed a club with
the spade jack, ruffed a heart, drew the
last trump, and had 12 tricks; plus 680:
2 imps to SWEDEN.

In Room 3, Gold had a way to show a
five-card major with a secondary minor,
which might have worked well; passing
three hearts showed touching faith. Not
only did Bakhshi make three hearts, it
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turned out to be a pickup. The diamond-
king lead went to the ace. South played
club queen, spade five to the ace, club
ace to discard the diamond six, and
the club king to dump the spade jack.
West ruffed with the heart eight. South
trumped the diamond return, played a
low heart, ruffed the diamond return,
and played another low heart. West
made four trump tricks, but declarer had
nine tricks; plus 140.

In Room 4, Klukowski was persuad-
ed by Gawrys jump and heart rebid that
South’s suit was somewhat better than it
was. With less respect for South’s bid-
ding, North might have ventured four
spades. Gawrys followed the same line
of play as Bakhshi for one down; minus
100: 6 imps to ENGLAND.

On Board 28, every North-South pair
played in three notrump, but only one
survived:

North dealer
East-West vulnerable

NORTH

MK

CAKIJI8S

OA874

*J9
WEST EAST
MAT4 AQ10986
097 Q643
$1063 &J95
®KQ1064 5

SOUTH

MN532

© 102

OKQ2

B#A88732

SWEDEN VS. USA2

ROOM 1
SOUTH  WEST NORTH EAST
Demuy Nystrom Kranyak Upmark
— — 1 o2 Pass
1 b Pass I NT Pass
2 e Double  Pass Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 2
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Sylvan Wooldridge Wrang Hurd
— — 19 Pass
INT Pass 2 o%ed Pass
2 Qe Pass 3NT (All Pass)

ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Bakhshi  Nowosadzki  Gold Kalita
— — 19 Pass
1 &F Pass 2 o%eg Pass
20 Pass 2NT Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 4
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Gawrys Forrester  Klukowski ~ Robson
—_ —_— 19 Pass
I NT Pass 20 Pass
2V Pass 2NT Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass

Aartificial; strong
bartificial; 8-11 HCP
‘relay

dartificial; 14-plus HCP
‘maximum

f0-4 spades

&diamonds
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In Room 1, East led the club five.
Fearful of a spade switch, declarer took
the club ace and ran the heart ten. East
won and switched to a spade. West won
and cashed the top clubs for one down;
minus 50.

In Room 2, Wooldridge led the club
king. South took the club ace and played
the heart deuce: nine, jack, queen. East
returned the heart six, taken by the
ace. Declarer cashed the heart king and
eight (West discarded two clubs), then
crossed to the diamond king. The spec-
tators and commentators all foresaw
declarer’s making nine tricks on the
three-three diamond break and thereby
gaining 10 imps, but something strange
happened: Unaware that the diamonds
were breaking, South went for a spade
trick. The spade three went to the jack
and queen. East returned the spade ten.
West took the ace, cashed two clubs,
and reverted to a spade for East to cash,
with the result of four down; minus 200:
4 imps to USA2.

In Room 3, Gold had no chance after
the spade-ten lead. West took the ace
and returned the spade four to the king.
Declarer crossed to the diamond king
and played the heart deuce to the jack
and queen. East cashed out; minus 50.

In Room 4, something happened that
is very rare at these heights: a sensible
and completely natural auction to the
normal spot. South took the club-king
lead and played the heart deuce to the
jack, which held. Then came the heart
ace, heart king, and a fourth heart. West
discarded the spade four and the club
four. East switched to the diamond jack.
South cashed the diamond king and
queen. To this point, West had shown
up with two hearts and, given the de-
fense, five clubs. The spade-four dis-
card would hardly be from queen-third.
Not prepared to rely on three-three

diamonds, Gawrys played the spade
five, seven from West, and king from
dummy. Declarer thus made 10 tricks;
plus 430: 10 imps to POLAND.

With both sides vulnerable, there
are three passes to partner, who opens
one notrump, 15-17 HCP. Pass on your
right. What is your bidding plan with:

MQJS5 VQI854 OT6 M]106?
This was Board 29:

West dealer
Both sides vulnerable

NORTH
aQJs
VQI8s54
&J6
1106

POAIP
LN
Qa4
ENQV R
[\ON

SOUTH
AMAK63
VK3
$Q10943
BA9

Every table began with a fourth-
position one notrump by South and a
transfer to hearts by North, accepted by
opener. At three tables, the auction end-
ed there, and SWEDEN scored an over-
trick imp. POLAND scored 140 at one
table, but, in the other room, Bakhshi,
North, invited game with two notrump,
and Gold bid three. West led the club
deuce: jack, three, nine. The heart four
went to the king, and the heart three to
the queen and ace. With hearts three-
three, South had 10 tricks; plus 630: 10
imps to ENGLAND.
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A similar situation had arisen in the
quarterfinals (Board 54); there, re-
sponder was also rewarded for looking
for game with 8 HCP and a five-card
suit. Might five-card suits be under-
rated? Ask not what can go wrong, but
what might go right.

After one-third of the matches, it was
USA2 92.7, SWEDEN 92; POLAND 70,
ENGLAND 48.3.
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fter 32 boards of the semifinals
Aof the 2015 Bermuda Bowl, the

scores were: USA2 (Demuy,
Kranyak; Fireman, Wolpert; Hurd,
Wooldridge) 92.7, slightly ahead of
SWEDEN (Bergdahl, Warne; Nystrom,
Upmark; Sylvan, Wrang) 92; and Po-
LAND (Gawrys, Klukowski; Jassem,
Mazurkiewicz; Kalita, Nowosadzki)
70, with a useful lead over ENGLAND
(Bakhshi, Gold; Forrester, Robson; Ja-
son and Justin Hackett) 48.3.

Session Three

Board 38 was the sort of layout that
annoys purists, because so many points
depended on a near-tossup event (East-
West vulnerable):

WEST EAST
MAQ65 AKJ104
VAK9S vQ8
75 O AKJ
%965 S AKS7

Three pairs played in six spades, a
good slam. Forrester-Robson bid to sev-
en spades, where success boils down to
a little more than the diamond finesse,
which worked: 13 imps to ENGLAND.

The punishment for overcalling with
a weak suit is that partner leads that suit.
Consider Board 40, for example.

West dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH

MAKTI0

Q107

OK10975

%106
WEST EAST
N432 ANBG6S
CA63 PQ9852
O A4 G2
%*J8743 *AQI95

SOUTH

MQ97

CKIJ4

$QJI863

B K2

SWEDEN VS. USA2
ROOM 1
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Nystrom Hurd Upmark Wooldridge
— Pass 1¢ 19
1 & 2 Of Pass 29
3NT Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 2

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Wolpert  Sylvan Fireman Wrang
— Pass 1<¢ 19
3NT Pass Pass Pass

*fewer than four spades
fstrong heart raise

Facing a passed partner, the urgency
to bid one heart as East is not obvious.
If South ends in three notrump with
East-West silent, West’s club lead will
lead to a routine two down.

“Haste makes waste” might be an apt
title for the play in one match. In Room
1, Hurd led the heart three: seven, eight,
jack. South played the diamond three,
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and West grabbed the ace, then contin-
ued with the heart ace and the heart six.
South won and had 10 tricks; plus 430.

In Room 2, Sylvan also led the heart
three to the seven, eight, and jack, but
he ducked South’s diamond at trick
two. Declarer played another diamond.
East discarded the discouraging spade
eight; West won and switched to the
club seven. East took the ace and put the
heart queen on the table. Here, South
must duck to succeed, but the hasty
three notrump had given him little in-
formation about the layout of the deal.
(Had he bid more slowly, and had West
shown a heart raise, South might well
have found the winning continuation.)
When declarer covered the queen, West
won, and the heart return gave the de-
fense six tricks; minus 100: 11 imps to
SWEDEN.

If he guesses what to do, South can
always make three notrump after the
heart-three lead. Interestingly, the heart-
ace lead can beat three notrump. In
Room 1, if Hurd had ducked the first
diamond, won the second, and switched
to a club, the bidding very likely would
have guided Nystrom to the winning
play if East later led the heart queen.

In the other match, POLAND made
nine tricks in three notrump by South
after the heart-three lead; plus 400.
ENGLAND played in three diamonds and
scored 110: 7 imps to POLAND.

Board 41 was almost déja vu, with
SWEDEN again making three notrump,
which was defeated at the other table.

East dealer
North-South vulnerable

NORTH

MATR4

K

&I74

PKQ762
WEST EAST
N10732 NG5
1102 097643
O A2 OKQ1065
PAB53 9

SOUTH

AMKQ9

QAQ85

$983

*J104
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SWEDEN VS. USA2

ROOM 1
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Wooldridge Nystrom Hurd Upmark
— — — Pass
1 o Pass 1 Pass
I NT Pass 3NT (All Pass)
ROOM 2
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Warne Wolpert Sylvan Fireman
— — — Pass
1 % Pass 1 ©a Pass
16 Pass 2 &b Pass
2NT Pass 3NT (All Pass)

ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SouTH WEST NORTH EAST
Robson Nowosadzki ~ Forrester  Kalita
— — - 2 Qe
Pass 3 Qd Double  Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 4
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Gawrys ~ Bakhshi  Klukowski Gold
—_— — —_— 2 Qe
Pass 3 Oe Pass 39
Pass Pass Pass
aspades

bartificial game-force

‘weak; five hearts; four-plus-card minor
dpreemptive

invitational in hearts

In Room 1, Nystrom led the heart
jack: king, seven (discouraging), eight.
Declarer played a club. Nystrom won
and did something good: With little
prospect for enough tricks in spades
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to beat the contract, he switched to the
diamond ace and deuce for two down;
minus 200.

In Room 2, Wolpert led the club three:
seven, nine, jack. South played the club
four and West ducked. Goodbye, that’s
all she wrote. Declarer unblocked the
heart king and had nine tricks; plus 600:
13 imps to SWEDEN. Had West taken
the club ace, East could have signaled
for a diamond switch.

In Room 3, Nowosadzki led the heart
jack: king, nine, five. Declarer played
the club king: nine, four, three. Now,
Robson, not knowing that his hearts
were all winners, played the spade
four to the king and led the club ten.
West ducked, and declarer claimed nine
tricks; plus 600.

At the other table of that match,
Bakhshi’s psychic kept North-South
quiet. (That would be good or bad de-
pending on what happened in three
notrump in the other room.) The spade
king was led, and declarer ruffed the
third spade. He cashed three diamonds
and led the heart four: five, jack, king.
The club king was taken by the ace, and
the heart ten went to the ace. South re-
verted to clubs. East ruffed and played
a diamond. South ruffed, drew East’s
last trump, and cashed a club for three
down; minus 150: 10 imps to ENG-
LAND.

Haste in defense cost a trick on Board
42:
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East dealer
Both sides vulnerable

NORTH

MK1093

QJ6

Q107

#9872
WEST EAST
MNG654 L -
CA1052 PQ9873
OKI6S & 842
64 PAKQS53

SOUTH

MAQJIBT2

O K4

O A93

*J10

SWEDEN VS. USA2
ROOM 1

SOUTH WEST NORTH  EAST
Nystrom Hurd Upmark  Wooldridge
— — — 1
1 29 26 3%
44 Double (All Pass)

West led the spade six: nine, club
three, deuce. Declarer played the club
deuce to the queen. East switched to
the heart three. Placing West with the
heart ace for the non-heart lead, South
played low. West won with the ace and
returned a heart to the king. After the
spade seven, and the spade eight to the
ten, declarer played the club seven:
king, jack. East switched to the dia-
mond deuce: three, king, and the result
was one off; minus 200.

The auction began similarly in the
Room 2, but Wolpert, South, bid three
diamonds over three clubs, and Syl-
van’s four hearts as West ended pro-
ceedings. Declarer, Wrang, ruffed the
spade-ace lead, played a heart to the
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ace, and continued with a heart to the
jack, queen and king. Declarer ruffed
the next spade, cashed the top clubs,
ruffed a club, ruffed a spade, and took
the fifth club. East then played the dia-
mond deuce to the king for 11 tricks;
plus 650: 10 imps to SWEDEN.

ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SouTH WEST NORTH EAST
Nowosadzki Forrester  Kalita Robson
—_— —_— —_— 19
16 29 R ) 4 ot
44 Double  (All Pass)
ROOM 4
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Bakhshi  Klukowski ~ Gold Gawrys
—_— —_— —_— 19
26 2NT” 3 M 4 o
Pass 49 (All Pass)
*heart raise

In Room 3, West led the club six.
East won with the queen and contin-
ued with the club ace and five. South
ruffed with the spade queen, crossed
to dummy’s spade nine, and ruffed the
last club with the spade eight. After the
spade jack to the king and the spade ten,
declarer led the heart jack, seven from
East . . . king from South, ace, for two
down; minus 500.

At the other table, after the spade-
ace lead was ruffed, Gawrys followed
the same line as Wrang. At the end, he
finessed the diamond jack and made 10
tricks: plus 620: 3 imps to POLAND.

In some cultures, it is traditional
to praise another at only half his real
worth, because any more might be con-
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sidered flattery. With that in mind, I
observe that Wooldridge did rather well
on Board 45:

East dealer
Both sides vulnerable

NORTH

MA43

QPAK642

O K7

® K102
WEST EAST
AJ10976 AQ82
Q103 LQJ7
&9 $J108
*QJ965 B®A874

SOUTH

AKS5

985

OCAQ65432

%3

SWEDEN VS. USA2
ROOM 1

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Wooldridge Nystrom  Hurd Upmark
—_— — — Pass
20 Pass 2Q Pass
4 % Pass 46 Pass
6 < Pass Pass Pass
*splinter

West led the spade nine. To succeed
without help as the cards lay, South
needed to win trick one with the king.
He took it with dummy’s ace but made
the slam anyway. With the club ace
over the king, it looks as though de-
clarer must lose a club and a heart, but
watch what happened: After diamond
king, diamond ace (club nine from
West), diamond queen (spade seven
from West, heart deuce from dummy),
South played a fourth diamond: club

six, heart four, club four. Next came the
club three: jack, deuce, seven. A heart
switch at this point would have defeated
the slam, but West played the spade
six: three, queen, king. South led the
diamond five: heart three, spade four,
spade eight; and these cards remained:

NORTH

CAK6

O —

K 10
WEST EAST
ANJ10 [ Y-
Q10 LQJ7
O— O —
Q5 A8

SOUTH

>~

Q985

& 43

K

Wooldridge continued with the dia-
mond four: spade ten, heart six from
dummy, and East was finished. If he
threw a club, South could cross to dum-
my with a heart and play the club ten-
ace-ruff, to set up the club king. Given
South’s four-club splinter, maybe that
was East’s best move. In practice, he
discarded the heart seven. South played
heart ace, heart king, and took the last
two tricks in the closed hand; plus 1370.

At the other table, Sylvan and Wrang
suffered a misunderstanding, bidding
one diamond — one heart — two hearts
— two notrump — three diamonds —
three hearts — pass: 15 imps to USA2.

In the other match:

50
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ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Robson Nystrom Forrester Kranyak
—_— —_— —_— Pass
1$ Pass 1 Pass
20 Pass 3o Pass
490 Pass 4NT Pass
S5 Pass 50 Pass
59 Pass Pass Pass

ROOM 4
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Gawrys Bakhshi  Klukowski Gold
— — — Pass
Pass Pass 1 NT Pass
2 NT” Pass 3 o%f Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass
*diamonds

fencouraging

In Room 4, North took the heart-
queen lead and played seven rounds of
diamonds. West discarded enough clubs
so that declarer could afford to play a
club to set up a club trick; plus 690: 1
imp to POLAND.

Did you think that the one-diamond
opening by two Souths on the previous
deal was a little light? If so, you will re-
act similarly to the one-spade openings
on Board 46:
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East dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH

AN52

052

OAKQ865

Q109
WEST EAST
AQ3 MK 104
PKJ10943 Q7
O 7 $J1032
*A862 *KI54

SOUTH

MATI8T6

QARG

& 94

*73

SWEDEN VS. USA2
ROOM 1
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Nystrom Hurd Upmark Wooldridge
— — — Pass
16 2 30 Pass
34 Pass 44 (All Pass)
ROOM 2

SOUTH  WEST NORTH EAST
Wolpert  Sylvan Fireman Wrang
— — —_— Pass
16 29 30 Pass
34 Pass 44 (All Pass)

To some, the South hand might look
like a regulation weak two-bid. Perhaps
the heart holding persuaded both Souths
to try a one-bid. In Room 1, Nystrom
captured the diamond-seven lead with
dummy’s ace and played the spade
deuce to the nine and queen. He took
West’s heart-ten exit, cashed the spade
ace, pitched a club on the third diamond
winner, and lost two spades, two hearts,
and one club; minus 100.
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In Room 2, Wolpert ducked the
heart lead, won the second heart, and
played diamond ace, diamond king.
West ruffed and cashed the club ace,
then played the top heart, ruffed with
the spade five and overruffed. East
might have cashed the club king, but he
played the diamond ten. South pitched
the club seven, and West ruffed. South
trumped the club return and played the
spade ace. He lost six tricks; minus
150: 2 imps to SWEDEN. Both Souths
could take comfort from the fact that
East-West could make four hearts—not
that this had been about to happen; three
spades would have won each auction.

ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Nowosadzki ~ Forrester Kalita Robson
— — — Pass
20" 29 26 2NT
Pass 39 Pass Pass
3 Pass Pass Pass

ROOM 4
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Bakhshi  Kilukowski Gold Gawrys
— — — Pass
Pass 1 20 Double’
26 30 Pass 3NT
Double Pass Pass Pass

*weak two-bid in a major
fdoes not promise four spades

In Room 3, Kalita won the heart lead
and ducked a spade to East’s ten. Back
came the spade four to the ace. Declarer
discarded a heart on the third diamond
and lost two spades, one heart, and two
clubs; minus 50.
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In Room 4, Bakhshi took a huge po-
sition when he doubled three notrump,
and he came up smelling of roses. The
odor might have been different if either
West or East had run to four hearts,
but, then again, real men don’t run.
Bakhshi led the diamond nine to the
queen, and Gold switched to the spade
five: ten, jack, queen. Gawrys took four
club tricks, finessing en route, and then
played the heart king. That was the end
of the ball game: South took the ace and
played the diamond four. North took the
diamond king and diamond ace, then
played the spade deuce. South claimed
the rest for down four; minus 800: 13
imps to ENGLAND.

Board 48 saw an uncommon occur-
rence, a vulnerable sacrifice against a
nonvulnerable game:

South dealer
North-South vulnerable

NORTH

'CE

V632

GK9732

W A43
WEST EAST
AK10852 aj74
V105 VA
GI654 OAQ
*KJ %*$Q1087652

SOUTH

AAQG

VKQI9874

108

*9
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SWEDEN VS. USA2

ROOM 1
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Hurd Upmark Wooldridge Nystrom
19 Pass 29 3
49 Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 2
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Sylvan Fireman Wrang Wolpert
1< Pass 29 Pass
49 Pass Pass Pass

Given the predilection for light open-
ings and lighter overcalls, it is more
than a little surprising that neither West
ventured one spade, especially at the
prevailing vulnerability. Lo and behold,
four spades is on for East-West, and so
is five clubs, unless South is inspired
to lead a low spade. Both Wests led
the club king against four hearts, and
declarer eventually lost one spade, one
heart, and two diamonds, for minus
100: no swing.

The Wests in the other match were
not as shy:

53

ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SOUTH  WEST NORTH EAST
Forrester  Kalita Robson Nowosadzki
19 16 29 2 NT*
30T 34 4 o Double
49 Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 4
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Klukowski  Gold Gawrys Bakhshi
19 16 29 4 &
59 Pass Pass Double
Pass Pass Pass

*spade raise
fgame-try lacking defensive strength

In Room 3, Kalita led the club king,
and declarer lost the usual four tricks;
minus 100.

In Room 4, West led the spade deuce,
taken by the queen. The heart king went
to the ace, and declarer later lost two
diamonds for one off; minus 200: 3
imps to ENGLAND. Had South passed
four spades, that would almost certainly
have been made for 420 and 8 imps to
ENGLAND. If, instead of four spades,
Bakhshi had chosen a fit-showing jump
of four clubs, the costly spade lead
could have been avoided, and East-West
might have scored 500 and notched 9
imps.

At the halfway point, it was SWEDEN
142, USA2 125.7; POLAND 99, ENG-
LAND 88.3.

Session Four

Board 50 was most unusual: The four
tables played contracts in four different
suits. Not one declarer was successful.




THE BRIDGE WORLD ¢ AUGUST 2016 SUPPLEMENT

East dealer
North-South vulnerable

NORTH
L i
VA
OAK652
PA8632
WEST EAST
AK3 MQI96
PKQJI964 Q2
OJ & Q109743
*K1075 %*Jo4
SOUTH
AMA108542
108753
&8
*Q
SWEDEN VS. USA2
ROOM 1
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Sylvan Hurd ‘Wrang Wooldridge
—_— —_— —_— Pass
Pass 19 2NT Pass
3% Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 2
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Kranyak Nystrom Demuy Upmark
— — — Pass
Pass 1< 2NT Pass
3o 39 Double  (All Pass)
ENGLAND VS. POLAND
ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Mazurkiewicz Forrester Jassem Robson
— — 30
Pass 39 Pass Pass
36 Pass 46 (All Pass)

ROOM 4
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Jason Kalita Justin Nowosadzki
- - - 30
Pass Pass Pass

In Room 1, Sylvan faced a highly-
unenviable choice. He chose the stron-
ger singleton and hoped he would not
be doubled. The heart-queen lead was
taken by the ace, and South played
diamond ace-king, discarding a spade.
West ruffed. The heart king was ruffed
with the deuce and overruffed. East
returned the diamond nine: club queen,
overruffed. Are we having fun yet? The
upshot (downshot?) was four off; minus
400.

In Room 2, Nystrom expected his
partner to be short in clubs, so he fig-
ured to have some hearts. With six-four,
bid more. Well, not this time. North
doubled to show values, and South
passed to show his pleasure. It’s mo-
ments like these you want to hug the op-
ponent who lets you off the hook. The
diamond king took trick one, and North
switched to the spade jack: six, ace,
king. South shifted to the club queen:
king, ace. North returned the club six,
ruffed. The spade deuce went to the
nine, then the heart deuce to the king
and ace. Back came the club deuce, and
South ruffed again. Two down was the
limit of the North-South pleasure; mi-
nus 300: 12 imps to USA2.

When it comes to preempts at fa-
vorable vulnerability, beauty is in the
eye of the beholder. Many play that a
change of suit after a preempt is forc-
ing, but some do not. In Room 3, Ma-
zurkiewicz thought East-West were
on the con, so he balanced with three
spades. North had every reason to raise.
West led the heart king to the ace. The
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spade seven went to the ace, and South
ruffed a heart with the spade jack. East
overruffed and switched to the club
four: queen, king, ace. South ruffed a
club and played the spade four. West
won and took two heart winners for one
down; minus 100.

In Room 4, when Nowosadzki’s
three diamonds came around, North no
doubt wished that penalty doubles of
preempts had still been in vogue. South
led the club queen: king, ace. North
cashed the heart ace and continued with
the club three. South ruffed, cashed the
spade ace, and exited with the spade
eight to the king. Declarer played the
heart king, ruffed with the five and
overruffed. The diamond three went to
the jack and king. East needed to lose
another diamond, for two down; minus
100: 5 imps to ENGLAND.

The trend continued on Board 51,
where again no declarer was successful:

West dealer
North-South vulnerable

NORTH

M10763

CAQI852

O 86

8
WEST EAST
MAQS82 Aa54
94 CKI10763
OAI3 & 105
®KQJ7 $#A643

SOUTH

AMKIJ9

Y __

OKQ9742

210952

SWEDEN VS. USA2

ROOM 1
SouTH WEST NORTH EAST
Wooldridge Sylvan Hurd Wrang
— 1 % 19 Pass
20 Double 29 Double

?

ROOM 2
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Upmark Kranyak Nystrom Demuy
—_— 1 % 19 Pass
20 Double 2 Double

Wooldridge bid three diamonds, Syl-
van doubled, and all passed. Upmark
passed, but Nystrom ran to three dia-
monds, pass, pass, double, all pass.

In Room 1, Sylvan led the club king;
East overtook and switched to the dia-
mond five: deuce, jack. West cashed
the diamond ace and exited with the
diamond three. South won, cashed an-
other diamond, and played the spade
king. West won, took the club jack,
and played the club seven. South won
and tried the spade jack. West took the
spade queen and the club queen for
three down; minus 800.

In Room 2, Kranyak led the club
queen. East overtook and switched to
the spade five. West took two spades
and gave East a spade ruff. East played
the diamond five to the king and ace,
and West returned the diamond jack.
South won, played another diamond,
and then led the club ten. West took
the club jack and king for three down;
minus 800: no swing.
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ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Robson Mazurkiewicz Forrester  Jassem
— INT 29 Pass
Pass Double Pass Pass
Redouble Pass 26 Pass
30 Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 4
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Nowosadzki ~ Jason Kalita Justin
—_— 1 NT 207 29
Pass Pass Pass

*one-suiter in a major

In Room 3, Mazurkiewicz led the
club king. East overtook and switched
to the diamond five: queen, ace. West
returned the diamond three: eight, ten,
king. South played the diamond nine
to the jack. West switched to the heart
four: jack, king, diamond deuce. The
club nine went to the jack. West cashed
the club queen, and the club seven went
to South’s ten. South played the spade
nine, and West took the spade queen
and ace for the usual three down, but
undoubled here; minus 300.

In Room 4, Nowosadzki led the dia-
mond king to dummy’s ace, and declar-
er tried the heart four. North rose with
the ace and returned the diamond eight.
South took the queen and switched to
the spade jack to the ace. Next came the
diamond jack; North discarded the club
eight and East his spade loser. The club
king was ruffed by North, who played
the heart queen, followed by the spade
six: club four, king. The diamond-seven
lead drew the sevens of the other three
suits. (How often have you seen that?)
The club six to the jack was ruffed

56

by North, who played the spade ten:
club ace, nine, queen. The club queen
came next, ruffed with the heart eight,
overruffed by the heart ten. The heart
king was declarer’s seventh trick, so,
despite the six-zero break, the contract
was only one down; minus 50: 8 imps
to POLAND.

On Board 53 (West dealer; East-West
vulnerable), everyone was in notrump,
and all except one made eight tricks.
Tony Forrester found the vital ninth
trick.

NORTH

a7s

VQ76

$ Q9753

%753
WEST EAST
A9643 AKII108
Vg4 VK532
OA62 84
%64 ®Q82

SOUTH

AAQ2

VAIL09

GKI10

*AK109

Where Hurd was South, he opened
two notrump, all pass. Where Nystrom
was South, he began with a strong club
and ended in three notrump. Forrester
opened two notrump, raised to three
notrump. Kalita opened two notrump
and finished in three notrump after an
inquiry for a five-card major.

In USA2 vs. SWEDEN, the play pro-
ceeded along similar lines at the first
two tables named: West led a low spade
to the king, ducked. South took the
second spade and played the diamond
king, ducked, and a second diamond,
also ducked. Sooner or later, each de-
clarer played three rounds of clubs. East
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won and returned a spade to South, who
lost a heart to the queen and king. East
played the spade eight to West’s nine.
West’s diamond ace was the fifth trick
for the defense. No swing.

In ENGLAND vs. POLAND, Kalita took
the first spade and played diamonds;
West won the third round. South ducked
the next spade, won the third spade,
and played the heart nine: jack, queen,
king. East returned the spade eight to
West’s nine, and West exited with a
heart. South took two hearts and two
clubs, then lost the third club for one
down; minus 50.

Forrester ducked the first spade, won
the second, and played diamond king—
ducked, diamond ten—ducked, club
ace, club king, and a third club. East
returned a spade to South, leaving:

NORTH

-~

Q76

& Q9

K
WEST EAST
a9 10
Q184 K532
O A O —
[ - [ -

SOUTH

-

CA109

(o

& 10

South played the club ten (heart four,
diamond nine, heart three), followed
by the diamond jack (ace, queen, spade
ten). West cashed the spade nine, draw-
ing the heart six, deuce and nine, then
exited with the heart eight: seven, five,
ten. The heart ace was South’s ninth
trick; plus 400: 10 imps to ENGLAND.
The key idea was not to touch the
hearts. Nicely done.

With neither side vulnerable, North
opens one notrump, 15-17 HCP, and
South jumps to five diamonds. As West,
what would you lead from:

MQ109762 VA983 O 109 e K?
This was Board 56:

North dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH

MAKTS8

OK754

&Q3

2A108
WEST EAST
MQ109762 M543
CA983 Q106
$ 109 OA6
K Q7652

SOUTH

-

CI2

OKI8T542

$*J9043

Nystrom opened a strong club, South
bid a negative diamond, and, after a lit-
tle interference, South’s two diamonds
was passed out. West led the club king,
and South took 10 ten tricks; plus 130.
At the other table:

SWEDEN VS. USA2

ROOM 1
SOuUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Wooldridge Sylvan  Hurd Wrang
— — ] o Pass
1< 16 Pass 26
4 Pass 50 (All Pass)

West led the spade nine (consistent
with honor-ten-nine). South finessed
the spade jack, and cashed dummy’s
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spade ace. South’s hearts were gone. He
ruffed a heart, played a diamond to the
queen and ace, won the diamond return,
and led a club for 11 tricks; plus 400. 8
imps to USA2. The lead of a club, or a
diamond, or the heart ace would have
defeated five diamonds, but who can
blame West for the spade lead?

In the other match, Kalita, North,
opened one notrump, and Nowosadzki
bid two notrump, showing minors or
diamonds. After North bid three clubs,
South signed off in three diamonds, then
made 10 tricks on the club-king lead.
At the other table, Forrester opened
one notrump, and Robson jumped to
five diamonds, all pass. Mazurkiewicz
found the perfect layout for his open-
ing lead when he began with the heart
three. South can succeed by going up
with dummy’s heart king, but that was
not about to happen. East’s queen won,
West took the heart return, and the
trump ace was the third trick for the
defense; minus 50: 5 imps to POLAND.

After 64 deals, SWEDEN 163 led
USA2 158.7, POLAND 137 led ENG-
LAND 125.3.
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ith 30 boards to play in the
2015 Bermuda Bowl semi-
finals, SWEDEN (Bergdahl,

Warne; Nystrom, Upmark; Sylvan,
Wrang) had a small lead over USA2
(Demuy, Kranyak; Fireman, Wolpert;
Hurd, Wooldridge), 163-158.7; Po-
LAND (Gawrys, Klukowski; Jassem,
Mazurkiewicz; Kalita, Nowosadzki)
had a mildly larger lead over ENGLAND
(Bakhshi, Gold; Forrester, Robson; Ja-
son and Justin Hackett), 137-125.3.

Session Five

When play resumed, this was the first
deal (Board 65):

West dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH

MKO3

Q1084

$J1094

BA8
WEST EAST
MQ-8742 AMA6
092 K63
OCK62 O 873
2432 *#K10765

SouTH

MN]J105

CAJTS

O AQS

*QJ9

SWEDEN VS. USA2
ROOM 1

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Demuy Warne Kranyak  Bergdahl
— Pass 1< Pass
19 Pass 29 Pass
2NT* Pass 3 Of Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass

ROOM 2
SOUTH  WEST NORTH EAST
Sylvan Hurd Wrang Wooldridge
— Pass Pass 1 o
Double 1 & 29 (All Pass)

ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SOUTH  WEST NORTH EAST
Forrester  Kalita Robson Nowosadzki
— Pass Pass 1 o
Double 1 U8 Double Pass
29 Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 4
SouTH WEST NORTH EAST
Klukowski  Gold Gawrys Bakhshi
—_— Pass Pass Pass
1 NT Pass 2 Pass
29 Pass 4 (All Pass)
“relay
ffour hearts; minimum
Sspades

Buoyed by his tens and nines (and
the context of a strong-club system),
Kranyak opened with the North cards.
It is hard to appreciate the new bridge
with an old bridge mind. Still, there is
nothing wrong with reaching game with
a combined 25-count and a fit. In Room
1, West led the spade four: three, ace,
five; East switched to the club six to the
queen. After the spade jack won, and
the spade ten went to the king, declarer
played the heart queen: king, ace, for
nine tricks; plus 400.

Sylvan and Forrester doubled East’s
one club where some might choose the
risker one notrump. Robson and Wrang
acted conservatively where some might
venture three hearts. Ten tricks were
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made at each table, so USA2, which had
made a game on the North-South cards,
gained 6 imps.

In Room 4, Klukowski-Gawrys had
a rare standard auction, and Gold led
the heart deuce: ten, three, five. The
heart queen won trick two; then came
the heart four: king, ace, spade seven.
Had Klukowski gone after spades next,
he would have succeeded, but he chose
the club finesse. East won and switched
to the diamond three, which went to
the queen and king. West put the spade
four on the table, and declarer needed
to divine the position. Since he could
discard a spade from hand or dummy,
he just needed to pick the locations
of the spade honors. East had shown
up with the heart king and the club
king. If he had the spade ace as well,
he might have opened in third seat (as
Nowosadzki and Wooldridge in fact had
done). Klukowski was inclined to place
the spade ace on this left, so up went the
spade king for down one; minus 50: 6
imps to ENGLAND.

Board 68 provided a declarer-play
problem:

NORTH
AMAK10543
VK4
O AT
®J72

SOUTH
AQ
VQ2

OKQJI863
*AQ94

South plays in six diamonds with
no opposition bidding. West leads the
heart jack: four, ace, deuce; East returns
the heart three, won by the king. How
would you plan the play?

Kranyak ran the club jack at trick
three; one down. Robson played the
club deuce; one down. The competing
line is spade queen, diamond king, dia-
mond to the ace, spade ace, spade king
and spade ten. That would have worked,
as West held:

AO762 VJ108 G942 K103,

Now suppose that West had doubled
South’s four-club control-bid. How
does that affect your approach?

Lead-directing doubles have much to
answer for. Gawrys and Wrang, warned
off the club finesse by the double of four
clubs, adopted the spade-discarding line
and made the slam, sending 16 imps to
SWEDEN and POLAND. Kranyak might
have chosen the winning line when the
club jack was not covered. Playing for
discards on the spades requires spades
to be four-two, the spade jack to fall,
and the hand short in spades also to be
short in diamonds, not a favorite. Still,
if spades turned out to be three-three,
the club finesse would still available,
whereas if declarer adopts the club-
finesse line and the king is onside, there
is still the matter of the third round of
clubs. Declarer can draw trumps and
play spade ace, spade king, making if
the jack drops, else finessing the club
nine. The doubles simplified a complex
problem. [For more on this deal, see
May 2016 issue, page 40.—Fd.]

There were three redoubles on Board
73, but only one was left in:
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North dealer
East-West vulnerable

NORTH

L WK

PKQ94

& Q10

BAT985
WEST EAST
[ Y- N1098542
0J62 CAR73
OAKIT742 $983
®K1073 K

SouTH

MAKQT76

Q105

$65

Q642

SWEDEN VS. USA2
ROOM 1
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Bergdahl Demuy Warne Kranyak
— — 1 O 16
Pass 2NT Pass 3
Double Redouble® Pass 4 o
Double Pass Pass Redouble
Pass 40 (All Pass)
ROOM 2

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Wooldridge  Sylvan Hurd Wrang
— 1 NT¢ Pass
29 Pass 26 Pass
3NT Double Pass Pass
Redouble  Pass Pass Pass

61

ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Nowosadzki  Forrester  Kalita Robson
— — 1 o Pass
16 30 Pass 40
Double Pass 49 Pass
4 M Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 4
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Bakhshi  Klukowski  Gold Gawrys
— — INTY  Pass
2 30 Pass Pass
Double  Pass 39 46
Pass Pass Pass
210-15 HCP; two-plus diamonds
btakeout
€14-16 HCP

dgood 11 to 14 HCP

Kranyak’s Room-1 overcall at unfa-
vorable vulnerability might not attract
a majority vote in the Master Solv-
ers’ Club, but no damage was done.
North led the diamond ten, won by the
jack. After club ruff, spade ruff, club
ruff, Demuy played dummy’s heart
three: five, six, nine. He could later
pin the heart ten or catch North in a
squeeze-endplay; plus 130.

Sylvan’s Room-2 double of three
notrump was made in the hope driving
North-South into four spades, where
a bad break awaited. Showing values
might encourage East to double four
spades. East led the diamond three
(third- or fifth-highest). West won with
the king and returned the deuce. North,
pleasantly surprised to win trick two,
took four spades and, with a finesse,
two clubs. That was seven tricks, but
declarer had no more; minus 600: 10
imps to SWEDEN.
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In Room 3, Forrester cashed two
diamonds and switched to a heart: king,
ace. Single-dummy, four spades might
make some days. With the vile breaks in
the black suits, this was not one of those
days, and South finished three down;
minus 150.

In Room 4, Gold led the diamond
ten. Klukowski followed Demuy’s line
card-for-card. At the end, after heart
three, five, six, nine, North returned
a low heart, ducked to the jack, and
West had ten tricks; plus 130: 1 imp to
ENGLAND.

With both sides vulnerable, East
passes, South opens one spade, West
bids four hearts, pass, pass, back to
opener. What would you do as South
with:

AKQJ54 90— OJ1096 #KIB8S5?
This problem arose on Board 77:

East dealer
Both sides vulnerable

NORTH

MN1096

PQ5

OK872

PA632
WEST EAST
L - MABT32
QAKIJI107432 986
& Q3 OAS4
Q97 104

SOUTH

AMKQJ54

v __

&J1096

PKJI8S

In Room 1, after the sequence shown
above, Kranyak doubled, necessary to
protect partner’s potential penalty pass.
West passed, and North bid four spades,

which East doubled. Kranyak ruffed the
heart-ace lead and played the diamond
ten: three, deuce, ace. East returned
the heart nine, and South pitched a
club. West won and continued with the
diamond queen to dummy’s king. Then,
the spade ten: deuce, five, heart three
revealed the trump layout. Declarer
played the diamond seven to the jack,
cashed club ace and king, and exited
with a third club. West played a heart,
ruffed with dummy’s spade nine, for
one down; minus 200. Meanwhile:

ROOM 2
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Wrang Wooldridge Sylvan Hurd
— — — Pass
16 40 Double  Pass
4 NT Pass S Double
Pass Pass 56 Double
Pass Pass Pass

Whatever the nature of North’s dou-
ble, you can file it under “Living be-
yond one’s means.” The heart-king
lead was ruffed, and the spade king was
allowed to hold. South led the diamond
jack: queen, king, ace, and back came
the heart six. South discarded a club,
and the heart ace won. West played the
diamond three, won by South’s ten, and
South cashed the diamond nine. After
the club king and a club to the ace, de-
clarer played the spade ten, which held,
leading to three down; minus 800: 12
imps to USA2.

In the other match, after the problem
start, Robson doubled and reached four
spades doubled as in Room 1, and the
play went (pretty much) as in Room 1,
for one down; minus 200.

At the other table, Gawrys, South,
passed out four hearts; plus 650: 10
imps to ENGLAND.
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With only North-South vulnerable,
South opens four spades, pass, pass,
around to East. What would you do as
East with:

AA106 VKQ1042 O A5 wA108?

Every South opened four spades on
Board 79:

South dealer
North-South vulnerable

NORTH

a7

©J93

$ Q92

2K9654
WEST EAST
A5 MA106
CAT65 PKQ1042
O K43 OAS
*QJ732 2 A108

SOUTH

AKQ98432

VAR

$J10876

.

At both tables of SWEDEN vs USA2,
South’s four spades was passed out. On
defense, Demuy-Kranyak collected one
spade, one heart, and two diamonds;
minus 100. Sylvan-Wrang also found
the diamond ruff for an additional un-
dertrick; minus 200: 3 imps to SWE-
DEN.

In the other match, Gawrys, East
for POLAND, doubled four spades. The
defense took its top winners, to score
200. At the other table, Robson, East for
ENGLAND, also doubled, but this was
for takeout. Forrester, West, bid four
notrump, suggesting two or three places
to play. East bid five hearts. After the
spade-queen lead, declarer could draw
trumps and concede a club for 12 tricks;
plus 480: 7 imps to ENGLAND.
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A lead-directing double on Board 80
led to both good news and bad news.

East dealer
East-West vulnerable

NORTH

AKQ853

104

$754

#KI96
WEST EAST
L Y L XV
QI3 CK98652
Q1032 O —
B®AQT42 108753

SOUTH

MATI076

QAT

OAKJI986

O

The small slam in spades is a reason-
able spot, but it fails after a heart lead.
At three tables, six spades was played
by North, twice after South opened one
diamond, and once after East opened
two hearts and South bid four dia-
monds, showing diamonds and spades.
Each East led a heart, and each result
was minus 50. No swing in SWEDEN vs
USA2. At the fourth table:

ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Kalita Robson Nowosadzki  Forrester
S — 2 ¢
4 Ob Pass 4 Q¢ Pass
4 Pass 5 o%ed Double
6 < Pass 6 Double®
Pass Pass Pass

aweak two-bid in a major with 4-8 HCP or
4-4-4-1 with 17-20 HCP

bdiamonds and a major

“pass-or-correct

deontrol-bid

¢“ignore my previous double”
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The good news was that West led
a diamond and East ruffed. The bad
news was that after that lead there was
no successful defense. East returned a
club, ruffed. South could draw trumps,
set up the diamonds with a ruff, discard
a heart loser from the North hand, and
ruff a heart for 12 tricks; plus 1210: 15
imps to POLAND.

With 16 boards remaining, USA2 had
taken the lead over SWEDEN, 212.7-
201; POLAND led ENGLAND, 182-163.3.

Session Six

On Board 81, every North-South pair
reached a respectable four spades, but
only two made it:

North dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH

AKQS83

VKQ

OKI1086

%872
WEST EAST
AA AT42
V10985 VIT62
O A9 G742
®KQI953 106

SOUTH

AJ10965

VA43

¢ Q53

A4

Klukowski and Kranyak declared
from South, Bakhshi and Wrang from
North. At three tables, West had over-
called in clubs. The play was by and
large the same everywhere: Declarer
took the club lead and played a spade.
West won and continued clubs. Two
Easts threw a heart on the third club,
one threw the diamond deuce, and one

ruffed. At every table, South learned
that West had started with six clubs, one
spade and three or four hearts.

Klukowski and Wrang played
West for the diamond jack; minus 50.
Bakhshi and Kranyak played West for
1=4=2=6, led a low diamond to the
king, and ducked on the way back. That
meant 10 imps to USA2 (now ahead by
222-201.7), and to ENGLAND (narrow-
ing its deficit to 173.3-182).

Over the next seven boards, SWEDEN
picked up dribs and drabs to trail by
only 216.7-222. POLAND did likewise
to lead by 193-175. However, over the
next two boards, the appearance of the
landscape shifted dramatically.

On Board 89, every contract was
doubled:

West dealer
North-South vulnerable

NORTH

A8S

V862

$QI952

%762
WEST EAST
AKI92 AAQI103
V74 VQIs3
$873 OAK1064
Q1093 -

SOUTH

AT64

VAK109

$AKI854
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SWEDEN VS. USA2

ROOM 1
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Hurd Wrang Wooldridge Sylvan
— Pass Pass 16
2o Pass Pass Double
Pass Pass Pass

ROOM 2
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Nystrom Demuy Upmark Kranyak
— Pass Pass 1 o
2o Pass Pass Double
Pass Pass Pass

*artificial; strong

Doubling a low-level contract for
takeout when holding a void is not at-
tractive, lest partner pass for penalties,
but here the East hand looked strong
enough to withstand that possibility. As
reality proved otherwise, perhaps West
should have chosen two spades.

In Room 1, Hurd faced the diamond-
three lead: queen, king, club four. De-
clarer played the spade four, won by
the ten; East shifted to the heart three.
South took the ace and played another
spade. West won with the jack and led
a third spade, ruffed in dummy. Next
came the heart six: queen, king; then
the heart ten to the jack. South lost two
spades, two clubs, and one heart; plus
180.

In Room 2, Demuy led the heart sev-
en: deuce, jack, ace. The spade four
went to the ten, and East led the heart
three. South played the ten and led
another spade. East won and continued
with the heart five: nine, club three.
South lost two spades and two clubs,
scoring 380: 5 imps to SWEDEN, nar-
rowing its deficit to 0.3 imps.

65

There was even more action in the
other match:

ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Robson Gawrys Forrester  Klukowski
— Pass Pass 1<
2 Pass Pass Double
Redouble 2 ¢ Pass Pass
2V 26 3 30
Double Pass Pass 4 M
Double Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 4
SOUTH  WEST NORTH EAST
Kalita Bakhshi  Nowosadzki Gold
— Pass Pass 1<
Double 1 & Pass 4 M
4NT Pass Se Double
Pass Pass Pass

In Room 3, Klukowski’s bidding
reads as though he was hoping that four
spades would be doubled. If so, his wish
was granted. North led the heart deuce:
three, nine, seven. South played the
spade four, won by dummy’s (East’s)
ten. The diamond ace was ruffed, and
South played his remaining spade.
Then, the heart four went to the jack
and ace, and South tried the club ace.
Declarer ruffed with dummy’s spade
ace and played the heart five (ten, spade
nine), then continued with the diamond
eight, queen, ducked in dummy. When
North exited with the club six, declarer
discarded dummy’s heart queen. South
won with the club king, and declarer
had the rest of the tricks for two down,;
minus 300.
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In Room 4, Kalita doubled one dia-
mond hoping to duplicate the action
that would be taken at the other table.
The diamond-king lead was ruffed, the
spade four was taken by the king, and
West continued with the spade deuce.
East won with the queen and played
the spade ace. North ruffed and led the
diamond jack: ace, club eight. Declarer
continued with the heart ace, heart king,
and heart nine to the jack. That was
three tricks for the defense, and West
had two trump tricks to come for three
down; minus 800: 15 imps to ENG-
LAND, now trailing by only 190.3-193.

A gain of 15 imps is quite rare, but
not only did one occur on Board 89,
there was one in each match on Board
90:

South dealer
Both sides vulnerable

NORTH

MAKITI0

010974

Qi

#QJI1094
WEST EAST
N642 ANO83
VQIJ VAK32
OKII0542 $ 9863
%73 P K8

SOUTH

AQ75

0865

OCAQT

W#A652

SWEDEN VS. USA2

ROOM 1
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Wooldridge  Sylvan Hurd Wrang
1 o Pass 1 Pass
INT Pass 207 Pass
29 Pass 26 Pass
2NT Pass 3 Pass
36 Pass 5o Double
Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 2
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Upmark Kranyak Nystrom Demuy
1 Ot Pass 1@ Pass
I NT Passs 3 Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass
ENGLAND VS. POLAND
ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Forrester  Klukowski ~ Robson Gawrys
1 % Pass I NT$ Pass
2 Pass 26 Pass
3% Pass 30 Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass
ROOM 4
SOUTH WEST NORTH  EAST
Nowosadzki  Gold Kalita Bakhshi
1 % Pass 1© Pass
1 NT Pass 20 Pass
29 Pass 3o Pass
3NT Pass 5% Double
Pass Pass Pass

“artificial game-force
10-15 HCP; two-plus diamonds
Sclubs; game-force
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In Room 1, it looks as though
Wooldridge needed to bid three
notrump over three clubs; three dia-
monds sounded like doubt as to strain.
West led the heart queen, then the heart
jack, overtaken by the king. East cashed
the heart ace and played a fourth heart.
South ruffed with the ace and played
a trump. The club king was the fourth
trick for the defense; minus 500.

In Room 2, Upmark received a dia-
mond lead to the queen. After a spade to
the ace, a club finesse, and another club,
he had ten tricks (dummy had been
squeezed out of a black card at trick
one); plus 630, 15 imps to SWEDEN,
bursting into the lead at 236.7-222.

In Room 3, three notrump was
wrongsided for ENGLAND. East led the
diamond eight: queen, king. Back came
the diamond deuce: heart nine, nine,
ace. Robson crossed to the spade five
and led the club queen, eight . . . It was
feast or famine depending on the loca-
tion of the club king. Result: plus 600.

In Room 4, Nowosadzki indicated
stoppers in spades and diamonds for
the three-notrump rebid, but how strong
were his diamonds? North could not tell
and decided that five clubs would be a
safer spot. Had Kalita bid two spades
over two hearts, then three clubs over
two notrump, he could have trusted
South’s three-notrump continuation.
The play went as in Room 1; minus
500: 15 imps to ENGLAND, which led
by 205.3-193.

With neither side vulnerable, RHO
opens one club, LHO responds one
spade, partner doubles, and the dealer
passes. What would you do with:

A1097653 V963 O 10 +Q107?

USA2 and POLAND retrieved signifi-
cant ground on Board 91:

East dealer
Neither side vulnerable

NORTH

aK

YQJII05

OKQ87

BK842
WEST EAST
AAQIJ2 a4
VK4 VA8T2
$9543 OAT62
YK *A96

SOUTH

A1097653

V963

10

©Q107
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SWEDEN VS. USA2

ROOM 1
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Hurd Wrang Wooldridge Sylvan
—_— —_— —_— 1 o
Pass 1 Double Pass
Pass I NT (All Pass)

ROOM 2
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Nystrom Demuy Upmark Kranyak
— — — 1$
Pass 1 Double  Pass
2o Double  Pass Pass
29 Pass Pass Double
Pass Pass Pass

ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Robson Gawrys Forrester  Klukowski
— — — ] o
Pass 16 Double  (All Pass)

ROOM 4
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Kalita Bakhshi  Nowosadzki  Gold
— — — INT
Pass 2 ot Pass 2
Pass 2 A Pass 2NT
Pass Pass Pass
*spades

fmarionette to two diamonds
Sinvitational

In Room 1, Wrang received the heart-
jack lead. He took dummy’s ace and
played the diamond deuce to South’s
ten. Back came the heart six to the king.
After diamond four-seven-jack, the

spade four went to the queen and king.
Declarer had two spades, two hearts,
two diamonds, and the club ace; plus
90.

In Room 2, Nystrom had a most-
unhappy time. The defense began with
heart king, heart to the ace, and a third
heart. Declarer won, drew the missing
trump, and finessed the club ten. West
won and switched to the diamond four:
seven, jack; East played the spade four
to the ace. West collected two more
spade tricks, then led the diamond three
to the king and ace. East cashed the club
ace, and declarer had the last two tricks,
for down four; minus, 800: 12 imps to
USA2, now trailing by only 234-236.7.

You might not like passing one spade
doubled with South’s modest trumps,
but Robson’s Room-3 outcome was
better than Nystrom’s. North led the
spade king, a normal start, though it
gave declarer a trick he might have lost.
After diamond four-queen-ace, declarer
played heart king, heart ace, and a heart
ruff with the deuce; he took four spade
tricks, two hearts, and the minor-suit
aces for plus 260.

In Room 4, Gold received the heart-
six lead: four, ten, ace. He lost the
spade finesse, won the heart return,
and played the diamond three: seven,
jack, ten. Declarer could have cashed
out for seven tricks, but he played off
his spade winners, followed by the club
three to the king and ace, then the club
six, won by the club queen. The defense
took the rest of the tricks in the major
suits for two down; minus 100: 8 imps
to POLAND, narrowing ENGLAND’s lead
to 201-205.3.

Board 92 was a no-swinger, a partial
going off at both tables in one match
and succeeding at both tables in the
other. With only a tiny difference in
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each match and four boards to go, each
team’s supporters had no fingernails
left.

Board 93 sounded the death knell for
USA2 (both sides vulnerable):

WEST EAST
MAKQJ AOS5
VKQ92 QA4
OAKI3 $Q109874
6 % J103
Hurd Wooldridge
— Pass

2 o 20

2NT 3NT

Pass

This board was flat at six diamonds
plus 1370 in ENGLAND vs. POLAND.
SWEDEN also made the diamond slam,
but where the bidding went as shown,
and North led the heart jack (from
jack-ten-seven-three) rather than a club
(from king-nine-four-deuce), making
13 tricks for 720 was little consolation
for the missed slam: 12 imps to SWE-
DEN, now ahead by 248.7-234.

Board 94 was pushed in three no-
trump making three at all four tables,
and Board 95 was flat in two spades
making three at all four tables. On
Board 96, no more than a partial was
available, which offered no chance for
USA2 to recover. The other match was
still undecided.

East passes, and South opens one
notrump, 15-17 HCP. At unfavorable
vulnerability, what would you do as
West with:

AKQ8 V9 O 1076 +AKIZ43?

Last board:

East dealer
East-West vulnerable

NORTH

MA10532

07653

$542

& 10
WEST EAST
AKQS8 AN]T6
@9 CAJR4
S1076 O K3
PAKIB43 #9765

SOUTH

L XN

CKQ102

OAQJI98

Q2

SWEDEN VS. USA2
ROOM 1
SOUTH  WEST NORTH EAST
Wrang Wooldridge  Sylvan Hurd
—_— — — Pass
1< 2 Double 2
290 Double Pass 2NT
Pass 3o (All Pass)
ROOM 2

SOUTH  WEST NORTH EAST
Demuy Upmark Kranyak Nystrom
— —_— —_— Pass
1 NT* Pass 2% Pass
290 Pass Pass Pass

*good 13 to 16 HCP

In Room 1, Wooldridge doubled to
show values, then showed that the in-
vitation was for a club game. After the
diamond-deuce lead, the defense took
two diamonds and the spade ace; plus
130.

In Room 2, Demuy, too weak for
a reverse, chose a slightly offshape
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one notrump (rather than bidding one
diamond and possibly rebidding two
diamonds). The vulnerability favored
bidding one notrump. West led the club
ace and switched to the diamond six:
king, ace. The heart king lost to the ace,
and East played the diamond three to
the queen. South ruffed the club queen,
finessed the heart ten, cashed the heart
queen, and ran diamonds; plus 140: 7
imps to USA2. SWEDEN had won an
enthralling match by 248.7-241.

ENGLAND VS. POLAND

ROOM 3
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Bakhshi  Nowosadzki Gold Kalita
— — — Pass
1< 2o Double  Redouble
2 3 (All Pass)

The diamond deuce was led to the
king and ace. The defense took the
spade ace and another diamond, but
declarer had 10 tricks; plus 130.

With ENGLAND up a few imps, all
eyes focused on the other table:

ROOM 4
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Gawrys Forrester  Klukowski  Robson
— — — Pass
I NT Pass 29 Pass
26 Pass Pass Pass

The vulnerability and a passed-hand
partner made it too rich for Forrester to
enter the auction. He led the club ace.
A second club might have made things
tough for declarer, but West switched
to the diamond six: king, ace. South
ducked a spade, won the diamond re-
turn, crossed to the spade ace, and, leav-

ing two trumps at large, played safely
with the heart three to the king, fol-
lowed by the diamond jack. East ruffed
and played the heart ace, and declarer
claimed eight tricks; plus 110: 6 imps
to POLAND, which had snatched a win
by 1.7 imps on the last deal: 207-205.3.

In the Round of 16 at the 2014
Rosenblum, Gawrys had made four
spades on the last board to win a match.
In the 2015 Bermuda Bowl, he made
two spades to win a semifinal on the
last board.

The audience needed time to catch
its collective breath after these hairs-
breadths. It would be SWEDEN vs. PO-
LAND in the final.

Our report on the final appears
beginning in the August 2016 issue of
The Bridge World.
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